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SOME QUESTIONS FOR
SR. CLARA VO THI HOAI CHAU,
SUPERIOR GENERAL
OF THE LASALLIAN SISTERS
OF VIETNAM

Mai Thon, December 16th 1994

Dear Brother,

I am very pleased to answer your letter. Ours is a
very small part of the great Lasallian religious fam-

ily. Ishall try to answer your questions as well as [
can.

- Could you tell us something about
your life ?

Our house in Vietnam num-
bers 7 professed Sisters, 2
scholastics, 3 novices and 12
postulants. The Sisters and
the postulants run a kindergar-
ten with 150 children, boys
and girls. On Sundays, they
teach catechism to the chil-
dren of our parish.

- How long have you been Su-
perior General of your Con-

gregation ?

My Sisters gave me this re-
sponsibility in 1973. In 1976,
they re-elected me for a fur-
ther period. However, be-
cause of events in our coun-
try, the term had to be ex-
tended till 1989. At that point
I was re-elected for a third pe-
riod ending at the General
Chapter in December 1994.

- What is the system of government in your Institute
{')

Our Institute is autonomous. The Brother Visitor of
the District of Vietnam and his Council have ad-
vised us and shared their experience with us in the
course of three successive General Chapters.

Because of our small number, the government of
our Institute is entrusted to 3 Sisters: the Superior

VAI CAU HOI VOI
SO CLARA VO THI HOAI CHALU,
TONG QUYEN
DONG NU TU LA SAN
VIET NAM

Mai Thon ngay 16 thdng 12 nam 1994

Kinh Sw Huynh,

T6i rdt vui sudng trd loi thu ciia Sw Huynh. Dong
chiing t6i chi la mét phdn bé nhé ciia Pai Gia Dinh
Tu ST La San. Tdi s& c6 gdng trd loi cdc cdu hdi
ciia Sw Huynh.

- So 6 thé ndi
cho chiing toi
biét vé cudc
sOng ciia cdc So
khong ?

Cong doadn
ching toi tai
Viét Nam co 7 So
khdn tron, 2 So
kinh sinh, 3 tdp
sinh va 12 thinh
sinh. Cdc So va
thinh sinh diéu
hanh moét vuon
tré cho 150 tré
em trai va gdi.
Vao nhitng ngay
Chiia Nhdt, cdc
So va thinh sinh
day gido Iy
trong ho dao.

- So lam Téng Quyén trong bao ldu rdi ?

Cdc Chi Em giao nhiém vu cho to1 tw ndm 1973.
Dén nam 1976, Chi Em bdu t6i lai cho nhiém ky
tiép. Nhung vi nhitng bién c6 xdy ra trén qué huong
chiing t6i, nhiém ky nay dugc kéo dai dén ndm
1989. Chi Em lai bdu téi thém mét nhiém ky thit ba
cho dén Téng Céng Hoi vao thdang 12 ndm 1994.



General, who maintains contact with the Sisters in
Thailand and California who, because of the politi-
cal situation, are autonomous; the Superior of the
house, and the Sister Bursar.

- Your vocation has close links with that of the Broth-
ers. Is your charism also closely linked ?

The Lasallian Sisters were established on the model
of the Institute of the Brothers. Apart from a few
changes, their purpose, spirit and mission are iden-
tical. They receive an the writings of the Brothers’
Institute, both old and new, from its Superiors.

They collaborate with the Brothers in their work of
education and, initially, their intention was to take
the place of the Brothers in primary education.

Because of circumstances,
since 1975, they have been
seeing to the catering and
health care of the Brothers
in the Mai Thon retirement
home.

-You have three communi-
ties, each one in a different
country. How do you en-
sure there is communication
in spite of the distances in-
volved and the difference in
cultures ?

Communication has be-

come easier now between

the three communities. The Sisters in Thailand and
California sent delegates to the General Chapter.
The Thai Sister Bursar has been to Vietnam sev-
eral times. The Sisters in California have taken
turns each year to visit Vietnam and to make con-
tact with the Mother House. A Thai Sister and a
Vietnamese Sister from California made their per-
petual vows at Mai Thon. Moreover, all the Sis-
ters’ communities have benefited from the guidance
and help of their local Brother Visitor and his Coun-
cil.

- What are your views regarding vocations and re-

- Hé théng qudn tri Dong nhu thé nao ?

Dong chiing t6i tu tri. Sw Huynh gidm tinh va hoi
dong cé' vdn ciia tinh dong Saigon c6 vdn va chia
sé kinh nghiém cho chiing téi trong suét ba ky téng
cong hoi.

Viéc qudn tri dong dugc giao phd cho 3 So : So
téng quyén lién lac véi cdc So & Thdi Lan va Cali-
fornia - vi hoan cdnh chinh tri, cdc So nay ciing tw
tri; So bé trén nha; va So thii qiy.

- On goi cia cdc So lién hé rdt gdn vdi on goi ciia
cdc Sw Huynh. Vay ddc siing cé lién hé mdt thiét
nhwvay khong ?

Dong Nit Tu La San dugc
thanh ldp theo khuén mdu
dong cdc Su Huynh. Ngoai
trir vai thay déi nhd, muc
dich, tinh thdn va sit mang
déu nhw nhau. Cdc So
nhdn dugc tir dong cdc Sw
Huynh va cdp lanh dao tat
cd moi vdn kién, cii ciing
nhu mdai.

Cdc So hgp tdc voi cdc Su

Huynh trong viéc gido
duc; ngay t khdi thity, dong da cd y dinh thay thé
cdc Sw Huynh trong cdc truong tiéu hoc.

Vi hoan cdnh bdt budc, ké tiv nam 1975, cdc So
cdm thdy can chdm séc sicc khoé va dn uéng cho
cdc Sw Huynh trong nha huwu dudng Mai Thon.

- Cdc So c6 ba céng doan trong ba qudc gia khdc
nhau. Lam sao So bdo ddm su théng dat vdi
nhau
néu xét vé su xa cdch dia dw va van hod khdc

cruitment in your Institute?

Because of the poor state of our finances, the lack
of premises and the long formation we wish to give
our postulants, we have a very limited number of
aspirants. We do all we can to take in new recruits
cach year. These do useful work while at the same

biét nhw vay ?

Sw lién lac gitta 3 quéc gia bdy gio duoc dé dang
hon. Cdc So ¢ Thdi Lan va California da goi So
dai dién dén du téng cong hoi. So thii quy Thdi dd
dén Viét Nam nhiéu ldn. Cdc So & California ldn
lugt mdi ndm vé Viét Nam va giit lién lac véi Nha



time they study their vocation.

- What plans do you have for your mission in the

near future?

Next year, we are hoping to re-open some rural com-
munities which we had to close in order to regroup
our Sisters, in spite of the attachment of the popula-
tion to us and their disappointment. These commu-
nities, which were located in poor and isolated par-
ishes without priests, did a great amount of good.

- What do you ask of the Brothers’ Institute?

We shall be content if the Institute looks upon us as
members and children of the great Lasallian fam-

ily.

Yours sincerely,

Sister Clara Vo Thi Hoai Chau

Me. M{t So Thdi va mét So Viét & California da vé
tuyén khdn tron doi tai Mai Thén. Hon thé nita,
mdi cong doan cdc So hudng duoc sy giip dé va
huwéng dan ciia Sw Huynh gidm tinh ciing héi dong
cé'van dia phuong.

- So cé nhdn xét nao vé on goi va cd déng cho on
g20i vao dong nit tu La San ?

Vi tinh trang eo hep tai chdnh, thiéu co sé va chuong
trinh hudn luyén dai han ma chiing t6i mong mudn
cho cdc thinh sinh thu hudn, nén chiing 161 rdt gidi
han s6 cdc em itng sinh. Chiing t6i né luc hét sitc
dé tuyén mo thém on goi méi ndm. Nhitng mam
non on goi nay cé thé vira tiép tay vao viéc téng do
vita hoc héi thém vé on goi.

- So c6 nhitng chuong trinh nao cho viéc téng do
trong tuong lai gdn ?

Ndm tdi, chiing toi hy vong sé md lai nhitng cong
doan ¢ viing qué ma chiing toi da phdi dong cia
dé tdp trung cdc So vé Saigon dii rdng ddn dia
phuong rdt quyén luyén véi chiing t6i. Nhitng cong
doan nay qud thdt da dem lai nhiéu loi ich cho
nguoi nghéo trong khu vuc héo ldnh va thiéu ving
linh muc.

- So thinh nguvén gi noi dong cdc Su Huynh ?

Chiing t6i s¢ mdn nguyén néu dong cdc Sw Huynh
xem va nhdn ching t6i nhuw la thanh vién va con
cdi cia dai gia dinh La San.

Kinh thu,

Clara Vo Thi Hoai Chdu.



THE LASALLE SISTERS
OF VIETNAM

NiFf Tu La San Viét Nam

1. A Short Life of the Founder, 1. Tém tdt Tiéu Si ciia vi Sdng Ldp,
Br. Bernard Le-van-Tam, FSC SH. Bernard Lé-van-Téam, fsc

He was born on July
19th, 1921, in Di Loan,
Central Vietnam, and
joined the Brothersof the
Christian Schools in
Nhatrang on June 29th,
1933. He made his first
vows on February 2nd,
1940. After the
scholasticate, he began
his apostolic work at the
junior noviciate in
Nhatrang. Subsequent
moves took him to
Saigon and then to
Mytho. The superiors
gave him permission to
pursue further studies at
Lille, France, andthento
follow the Second
Noviciatein Romefrom
September 1953-June
1954.

When he returned to his
country, he was ap-
pointed to the
scholasticate in Nha
Trang. In 1956, he was
appointed sub Director
and teacher at theimpor-

tant Taberd School in Saigon. In 1957, he was

SH. Tam sinhngay 19/
7/1921 tai Di Loan,
Trung phdn Viét Nam,
va gia nhdp Dong La
San tgi Nha Trang
ngay 29/6/1933, khdn
hita lan ddu ngay 2/2/
1940. Sau nam kinh
vién, SH khdi su viéc
téng do tai chudn vién-
Nha Trang. SH. tudn
tw duoc thuyén chuyén
vé Saigon roi My Tho.
Sau dé, cdc ddng bé
trén dd cho phép SH di
du hoc tai thanh phé
Lille, nudc Phdp, va
tiép dén duoc tham du
khéa hudn luyén Nha
1dp Thit Hai tai Roma,
tt thang 9/1953 dén
thdng 6/1954.

Khi tré vé nudc, SH
dugc bé nhiém dén
kinh vién - Nha Trang.
Nam 1956, SH duogc
b6 nhiém lam Thdy
Pho va gido swtai mot
truong quan trong :
Taberd - Saigon. Ndm

1957, SH dugc bé nhiém lam bé trén truong



Taberd trong 3 nam. Dén 1960, SH
dugc b nhiém lam gidm tinh va diéu
khién tinh dong Saigon cho dén 1969.
Chinh trong thoi gian nay ma SH nhdn
thd’y can nhiéu gido vién ddn thdn cho
cdc 16p tiéu hoc. Hon nita, nhiéu thanh
thiéu ni¥ lam viéc cho cdc truong La
San ma SH cé dip gdp trong nhitng ldn
tham viéng muc vu da ngd y ddn thdn
vao doi tu dwa trén cdn bdn linh dao
La San.

Sau mot ndm day tai truong Adran -

Da Lat, SH tré vé Mai Thén, Saigon,
appointed Director of thissameschool. Heremained 46 1o cho mét nhém thanh thiéu ni#. So Martha,
for threeyearsinthispost. In 1960 hewasappointed ot ni# tu dong Chiia Quan Phong, vira la bé trén
Visitor and led the District until 1966. It waswhile  cong doan va la gido tap, giip do SH trong céng
he was Visitor that he noticed the lack of de-
voted teachersin thelower classes. Moreover,
several young ladies working at the Taberd
School and other Brothers schools, whom he
met during hispastoral visits, told him of their
wish to consecratethemselvestoreligiouslife
based on Lasallian spirituality.

After spending the year 1967 in the school at
Adran, he returned to Maithon, Saigon, to
take care of a group of young ladies. In this
he was helped by Sister Martha of the Con-
gregation of the Sisters of Providence, who
had become the superior of the community
and novice mistress. Thearchbishop of Saigon
gave permission for the community to be es-
tablisned "ad experimentum”. Brother Bernard
was particularly attentive to the formation of
the Sisterswithout, however, neglecting their
academic and professional training. He sent
them to the Catechetical Institute of the dio-
cese of Saigon to do their religious studies.

In 1974, with the encouragement of the archbishop  vige nay. Téng gidm muc Saigon cho phép thanh
of Saigon, Paul Nguyen Van Binh, hetook thefirst  jap cong doan "d@é thit nghiem". SH Tam ddc biét
steps to secure the canonical establishement of the i y @6 viée hudn luyén cdc nit tu La San, tuy
Congregation of the Lasdllian Sistersasadiocesan  nhién khéng bé quén viéc hoc van hod va swpham.
congregation in Saigon. The events of 1975 pre-  SH gdi ho theo cdc Idp thdn hoc tai Vién Gido Ly
vented histaking any further steps. ciia dia phdn Saigon.



He sent various groups of hisreligiousand aspirants
to the United States, and he went there himself with
the last group, and took up residence in the San
Joaquin Memoria High School, Fresno, California.

He was elected by the Brothers of his District to
represent them at the General Chapter of 1976.

Because of thedifficultiesheencountered in hiswork
with the Lasallian Sisters, he preferred to withdraw
from the Brothers' Institute and he applied for adis-
pensation in August 1976. At present, heisworking
asamarried deacon in aVietnamese parish in Den-
ver, Colorado.

Ndm 1974, vdi su khuyén khich ciia téng gidm muc
Phaolé Nguyén Vin Binh, SH khdi sw lam thii tuc
thanh lap dong Ni¢ Tu La San nhu la mét dong dia
phdn tai Saigon. Nhitng bién cé 1975 nga7n cdn
SH Tém tién hanh nhitng giai doan ké'tiép.

SH gdi ting nhém ni¥ tu s va nit tu sinh dén Hoa
Ky, SH cling dén Hoa Ky ciing véi nhém cudi cing,
va cu tru tai Joaquin Memorial High School, thanh
phé’ Fresno, California.

SH Tam dugc Anh Em bdu lam dai dién cho tinh
dong Saigon di tham dw Téng Céng Hoi ciia dong
tai Romandm 1976.

Vi nhitng kho khdn gdp phdi trong cong viéc vdi
cdc nit tu La San, SH lam don xin ra khoi dong vao
thang 8 nam 1976. Hién nay, SH lam viéc cho mot
ho dao Viét Nam tai Denver, Colorado, trong tu
cdch la thdy sdu.




2. The Establishment And History Of the
Institute Of The Lasallian Sisters Since
Its Beginnings

Origin and Reasons.

Two main reasons|ed Brother Bernard Le VVan Tam,
FSC, tofound the Congregation of theLasallian Sis-
ters.

First of al, henoted how few religiousteachersthere
werein the lower classes of the Brothers' schools.

Besidesthis, hewas approched by anmber of young
ladies teaching in the Brothers' schools who ex-
pressed a desire to embrace aform of religious life
inspired by Lasallian spirituality. Thisgave himthe
idea of founding an institute parallel to that of the
Brothers of the Christian Schools.

Moreover, when hewas Provincial of Saigon, hehad
occasion to visit the Brothers' schoolsin Thailand,
as this country was then a sub-District of Saigon.
Here al so, he observed the same problems - the lack
of indigenouswomen religiousto help the Brothers
with their teaching in the primary classes and with
household management, and lack of Thal vocations
to the Brothers' life.

2. Lich sv sy thanh ldp Dong Nit Tu La
San tix khdi thiy.

Nguon goc va Nguyén nhén.

Hai nguyén nhdn chinh dd dén dwa SH Bernard Lé
Ven Tam, fsc, dén su thanh ldp Dong Ni# Tu La
San.

Trudc hét, SH nhdn thdy rdng qud it tu sT gido su
cho cdc I6p tiéu hoc trong cdc truong ciia cdc Su
Huynh.

Thém vao dé, mét s6 thanh thiéu nit gido vién day
trong nhitng truong cia cdc Su Huynh ngo y udc
mudn dang minh cho Chiia theo mét 167 séng tu
dong duwa trén cdn bdn linh dao La San. Diéu nay
goicho SHy dinh thanh ldp mét dong tu song song
voi dong cdc Su Huynh Truong Ki-t6 (Dong La
San).

Hon nita, khi con lam gidm tinh Tinh Dong Saigon,
SH Tam cé dip di tham viéng nhiing truong ciia
cdc Su Huynh tai phu-Tinh Thdi Lan. Tai ddy ciing
vay, SH nhan thdy thiéu nit tu dé givip cdc Su Huynh
trong viéc gidng day cho cdc I6p tiéu hoc va qudn
xuyén diéu hanh céng viéc van phong, va thiéu on
goi La San.



3. In Vietham

* Maithon Community, Saigon
Beginning.

During his 9 years as Provincial (1960-1969),
Brother Bernard Le Van Tam contacted possible
candidatesfor the future congregation, and prepared
them for the religious life by meetings, gatherings,
talks, etc.

When histerm asVisitor was over, he brought these
aspirants together in abuilding belonging to afarm
run by the Brothers of the Taberd Institution, in a
subburb of Saigon, called Thi Nghe Mai Thon. It
was here that the first community of the Lasallian
Sisters was established. It had 20 or so members.
Soon afterwards, the archbishop of Saigon gave per-
mission for this group to establish itself as a reli-
gious community "ad experimentum”.

Brother Michael Jacques, who at the time was As-
sistant General for the Brothers of Asia, approved
thisinitiative and asked the Visitor of Saigon to ap-
point Brothersto help Brother Bernard LeVan Tam.

3. Tai Viét Nam

*Cong Doan Mai Thon, Saigon.
Khdi su.

Trong 9 nam lam gidm tinh (1960-1969), SH Tdm
lién lac vdi nhitng ving sinh khd di lam nong c6t
cho nha dong twong lai, va chudn bi ho vao doi tu
béng nhitng cudc hoi hop, thdo ludn, vv.

Sau nhiém ky lam gidm tinh, SH Tdm gom tu cdc
itng sinh dén mot co sé cia truong Taberd & ngoai
6 Saigon tai Thi Nghe tén la Mai Thén. Chinh tai
ddy ma cong doan tién khdi cia Nit Tu La San
dugc thanh ldp. Liic bdy gio cé khodng 20 thanh
vién. Mot thoi gian ngdn sau dé, téng gidm muc
Saigon cho phép nhém nay thanh ldp "dé thit" nhu
mot cong doan tu si.

SH Michael Jacques, liic bdy gio la phu td Téng
Quyén ddc trach ving A Péng, chdp thudn sdng
kién nay, va yéu cdu SH gidm tinh Saigon chi dinh
thdm vai Sw Huynh dé givip dé SH Bernard Lé Vin
Tam.

-09-



Brother Bernard set about the formation of the fu-
turereligiouswith ateam of Brotherswho werewell
versed in spirituality, and with the help of Sister
Martha, a member of the Congregation of the Sis-
tersof Providence, who wasthe novice mistressand
superior of the community.

A small shcool for young children was opened next
to the convent. Thiswasfollowed by the opening of
another shcool in Quang Bien for the young chil-
dren of Catholics who had fled from North Viet-
nam, following the division of the country into two
parts by the Geneva Agreement of 1954. A third
school was established in Dalat, which included a
junior noviciate for aspirants.

Numbers increased. In 1975, the young Congrega-
tion numbered 30 temporarily professed Sisters, 9
novices, 21 postulants and 20 aspirants, spread over
3 communities: Mai Thon, Saigon; Quang Bien, Ho
Nai; and Dalat.

In 1974, with the encouragement of the archbishop
of Saigon, Brother Bernard applied for the Sisters
to be officially recognized as a Congregation of Di-
ocesan Right in Saigon.

SH Tdm lap chuong trinh hudn luyén cho cdc nit tu
tuwong lai véi mot nhém cdc Su Huynh c6é doi séng
thiéng liéng sdu sdc, va vdi sw giip do ciia So
Martha, mot nit tu thuéc dong Chiia Quan Phong,
trong phdn vu lam gido tdp va bé trén céng doan.

Mot truong nho cho tré em dugc md ra ngay bén
canh tuvién. Tiép dén, mot truong khdc ciing duoc
md tai Qudng Bién; truong nay cho cdc em nhdo,
con cia nhitng gia dinh céng gido di cu tir mién
Bdc vao sau khi nudc Viét Nam bi chia hai theo
hiép dinh Geneva nadm 1954. Mot truong thit ba
duwge md tai Da Lat, va dong thoi lam nha hudn
luyén cho cdc em iing sinh.

S6 thanh vién tang. Vao nam 1975, nha dong tré
c6 duoc 30 So khdn tam, 9 tap sinh, 21 thinh sinh

va 20 ung sinh, rdi rdc trong 3 cong doan : Mai
Thén, Saigon; Qudng Bién, H6 Nai; va Da Lat.

Ndm 1974, véi su khuyén khich ciia téng gidm muc
Saigon, SH Tam ndp don cho tu hoi cdc So dugc
chinh thitc cong nhdn nhu la mot Dong dia phdan
tai Saigon.



The political events which overwhelmed the coun-
try (Saigon fell on April 30th 1975) prevented any
further stepsin this matter. They also caused the al-
most total dispersion of the young Congregation just
asit wasentering aperiod of rapid development. As
ameasure of prudence and safety, most of the Sis-
ters returned to their families. The few groups that
remained prepared to leave the country.

When calm returned, the community numbered 20
professed Sisters, 7 novices, 10 postulants and 9
aspirants.

Bién c6 chinh tri dp ddt trén toan c6i Viét Nam
(Saigon thdt thii ngay 30 thdng 4 nam 1975) da
ngdn chdn moi budc xiic tién thie hién vdn dé nay.
Nhitng bién c6” dé con gdy nén su tan rd@ hdu nhu
toan b cianha Dong tré, ngay chinh liic nha Dong
c6 ddu hiéu dang phdt trién nhanh chéng. Mot s6
So trd vé vdi gia dinh cho "chdc dn". Mét s6’ nhém
nhé cuong quyét ¢ lai véi nha Dong da chudn bi
vuot bién.

Khi tinh thé tuong déi 6n dinh, cong doan gém cé
20 So khdn, 7 tdp sinh, 10 thinh sinh va 9 itng sinh.




* The years of upheaval (1975-1978)

Thiswasthe most difficult period both for the coun-
try and the Congregation. Cut off from all resources
and from their usual source of support, the Broth-
ers, who also were struggling to survice the storm,
were obliged to divide the community into small
groups in order to feed them.

In 1976, acommunity of 3 Sisterswasestablishedin
Can Gio to help the parish priest. After ayear, they
returned to Saigon, as the parish priest could not
feed them.

In 1977, acommunity of 6 Sisterswasset upin Tan
Cang. They lived on the Brothers' property and sup-
ported them with the produce of their gardening.

Inthat sameyear, 1977, agroup of 6 Sisterswent to
work in the parish of Hoa Long, Sadec. This was
themission that the Sistersliked most, becausethey
could exercise a more active aspostol ate replacing
the absent parish priest. They taught catechism,
worked in the rice fields and made dresses which
they sold to the Catholics. After 6 years, the supe-
rior brought the Sisters back to Saigon as she had
noticed that their religious spirit had deteriorated.

* Nhitng ndm bao t6° (1975-19780)

Dady la thoi gian khé khdn nhdt cho cd dat nudc
cling nhu cho nha Dong. Bi cdt moi ngudn tai tro
va ngay cd sy tai trg thuong xuyén cia cdc Su
Huynh, vi chinh bdn thdn cdc Sw Huynh ciing phdi
chién ddu dé séng con trong con bdo t6, nha Dong
budc phdi chia cong doan thanh nhitng nhom nho
dé sinh ton.

Ndm 1976, mét cong doan gém 3 So dugce thanh
lap ¢ Can Gio, nhdm phu gitip linh muc chdnh xit.
Sau mot ndm, cdc So trd lai Saigon vi linh muc
chdnh xit dd@ can ngudn tai tro.

Ndm 1977, mét céng doan goém 6 So duoc thiét lap
¢ Tdan Cang, ngay trong co sd cia cdc Su Huynh.
Céng doan lam rdy dé sinh séng va gilip dé cdc Sw
Huynh.

Ciing trong ndm 1977, mét nhém 6 So dén ldp
nghiép tai ho dao Hoa Long, tinh Sadec. Ddy la co
sd téng do6 ma cdc So thich nhdt, vi cdc So cé thé
lam téng d6 mot cdch tich cuc hon trong viéc thay
thé linh muc chdnh xit vang mdt. Cdc So day gido
Iy, lam viéc déng dng va may vd do qudn dé bdn
cho nhitng nguoi céng gido trong ho dao. Sau 6
ndm, bé trén nha Dong chuyén cdc Sové lai Saigon
vi vi bé trén nhdn thdy rdng tinh thdn tu tri ciia
cong doan Hoa Long sa siit.



Theideaof dividing the Sistersup into small groups
arose from the need to cater to their material needs.
However, most of them were too young to live in
small groups without the support of religious who
were more experienced and established in their vo-
cation.

Lifein Ma Thon was not easy either. All the same.
there were no lack of vocations. The noviciate re-
mained open for three successive years, with 10 nov-
icesin 1976, 4in 1977, and 5in 1978. It was a con-
solation for the Sistersto seethissign of God'slove.

In their free time, the Brothers gave valuable and
effectiveheptothe Sstersintellectualy, moraly and
spiritually. Most of thework done by the Sisterswas
manual, but they were always hungry. Their daily
diet consisted totally of potatoes.

In summary, during these three years, 1975-1978,
spiritual exercises - morning and evening prayer,
meditation, mass, rosary and spiritual reading - were
made in common. The Sisters were given regular
talks, had monthly days of recollection and made
annual retreats shortened to 5 days. The noviciate
functioned regularly: the novicesstudied Holy Scrip-
ture, took part (secretly) in sessions, renewed their
VOWS, €tc.

By way of apostolate, some Sisters gave evening
courses, while others taught catechism (secretly).

Under strong pressure from the authorities, the Sis-
tersoffered their school "voluntarily” to the govern-
ment. From that point onwards, the apostolate of
the Sisters consisted in the witness of their conse-
crated lives, their example of faith and their trust in
God, in midst of the people among whom they lived.

Y dinh chia cdc So thanh nhitng nhém nhé la d@é
ddp itng nhu cdu vat chdt trong hoan cdnh thuc
tai. Tuy nhién, phdn dong cdc So con qud tré dé c6
thé séng trong nhitng nhom nhé ma khéng cé sw
ndng dé ciia cdc tu si cé nhiéu kinh nghiém va da
cé dinh trong on goi ciia minh.

Cuéc séng tai Mai Thén ciing khdng phdi dé dang
gl. J dau cing vay : khéng thiéu on goi. Nha tdp
1iép tuc dén nhan tdp sinh trong 3 ndm lién, véi 10
tap sinh ndm 1976, 4 trong ndm 1977, va 5 trong
ndm 1978. Thdt la mét su an i lon lao cho cdc So
khi nhén ra dé la ddu hiéu ciia tinh Chiia thuong
yéu.

Cdc Sw Huynh tim gio rdnh dé giip do cdc So vé
mdt tri thitc, tinh thdn va thiéng liéng. Phdn vt
chdt thi cdc So luén luén tiing thiéu vi hdu hét cdc
coéng viéc déu lam bdng tay nén ciia dn hdng ngay
toan la ... khoai lang.

16m lai, trong ba nadm 1975-1978, cdc viéc thiéng
liéng nhuwkinh sdng va kinh t67, nguyén gam, thanh
I¢, lan hat va doc sdch thiéng liéng, déu lam chung
trong cong doan. Cdc So déu ddn nghe gidng day,
tinh tdm hang thdng, va tinh tdm hang ndm trong
suét 5 ngay. Nha tdp thi dién tién déu ddn : tdp
sinh hoc Kinh Thdnh, (bi mdt) theo hoc cdc khod
hudn luyén, ldp lai loi khdn, vv.

Vé viéc téng do, mét s6”So day I6p ban 167 trong
khi mét s6 khdc (bi mdt) day gido ly.

Dudi s ép budc ciia chinh quyén, cdc So da "tw
nguyén" ddng hién truong cho nha nudc. T dé
tré di, viéc téng do ciia cdc So phdn chinh la chitng
td cia doi tan hién, doi séng dicc tin vao Thién
Chiia, ngay gita long ddn toc cia ho.



* The 1979 - 1988 period.

The situation had become more tense. Religious
congregations were not tolerated. Searches and im-
prisonment undermined the morale of men and
women religious.

The"family register" system enabled the secret State
policeto exerciseamost total control over the move-
ments of the population. Every family had to have
its"family register" containing the names, date and
place of birth, etc., of al its members. Any person
found living with afamily and whose name did not
appear on the "family register" was suspect and li-
able to imprisonment. Practically speaking, it was
impossible to change a name in this register, hence
also theimpossibility of moving religious from one
house to another, or the admission of new recruits.

In the period 1979-1989, the Sisters had two com-
munities: Mai Thon and Tinh Thuong, Honai. The
community of Tinh Thuong had only two Sisters
because of the"family register”. In 1980, the Sisters
left Tinh Thuong and worked in another place deeper
in the forest. Here the land was more fertile. After
teaching, the Sisters would devote themselves to
agriculture, growing flowers, beans, maise, etc.

For ten years no new memberswere admitted. This
was because of lack of funds and formation steff,
and especially because of the"family register”.

* Nhitng nam 1979 - 1988

Tinh thé'cang ngay cang cdng thdng hon. Cdc dong
tu khéng dugc dung tha. Luc xét va tu tdi da dp
ddo tinh thdn cdc tu st nam nit.

Chinh sdach "ho khdu" la phuong tién hitu hiéu ma
coéng an ding dé kiém sodt hdu nhu toan dién moi
su di chuyén ciia dan chiing. Méi gia dinh phdi cé
moét "ho khdu" trong dé ghi tén, ngay va noi sinh
ciia méi thanh vién. Bdt ky nguoi nao bi tim thdy
sinh séng trong mot gia dinh ma khong cé tén tudi
trong "hé khdu" ciia gia dinh dé déu bi theo déi va
c6 thé bi tn. Thie 16 ma néi, hdu nhuw khéng thé
thay déi tén tudi trong "hé khdu" nay, vi thé'khéng
thé thuyén chuyén cdc tu si tir nha nay dén nha
khdc, hodic thém bdt cdc tu sinh mdi.

Trong khodng nam 1979 - 1988, cdc nit tu La San
c6 hai cong doan: Mai Thén va Tinh Thuong & H6
Nai. Cong doan Tinh Thuong chi cé hai So vi su
rang budc ciia "hé khdu". Dén ndm 1980, cdc So
roi khéi Tinh Thuong va di lam viéc tai mét chd
khdc, vao sdu trong rieng hon. Tai ddy, ddt cd vé
phi nhiéu. Sau nhitng gio gidng day, cdc So cé thé
lam viéc dong dng, tréong hoa, ddu, bdp, vv.

Trong sudét 10 ndm, khéng thdu nhdn mot thanh
vién mdivao cong doan tu si. Thdt ra vi thiéungan
khodn va tro cdp, va khéng cé ban hudn luyén, va
nhdt la vi hé théng "ho khdu".




In 1988, the Sisters were able all the same to admit
two candidates.

Having "voluntarily" given up their only apostolic
centre, the Sis-
ters retired to
their convent
where they were
able to live a
more intense
community life
and study and
experience to-
gether the mean-
ing of their voca-
tion as Lasallian
Sisters. More
than one was as-
sailed by doubts
regarding thefu-
ture and the
choiceof thisre-
ligiousvocation.

When the community was ableto bring together more
than ahundred young children from the neighboring
parish, the Sisters were inspired with new courage
and confidencein their teaching apostol ate.

For seven years, the Sisters taught catechismin se-
cret and prepared children to receive the sacrament
of penance, Holy Eucharist and confirmation. And
then the government told the Sisters to stop their
"anti-revolutionary" activities.

In 1988, they were still teaching about 60 children.
One or two Sisters worked with catechumens, and
that year, there were 92 adult baptisms. Apart from
these activities, the Sisters also took care of the old
Brothers in the retirement home in Mai Thon and
cooked for them. By this rather special apostolate,
the Sisters wished the thank the Brothers for their
family spirit with regard to thewider Lasallian fam-
ily, for St. John Baptiste de La Salle was the com-
mon founder of both congregations. They offered
their servicesvoluntarily andjoyfully.

Tuy nhién, dén ndam 1988, cdc So da dén nhan dugc
2 itng sinh vao doi tu.

Sau khi da "tw nguyén" ddng cho Nha Nudc co sd
téng dé duy nhat
ciia minh, cdc So
riit lui vé tu vién;
0 ddy, cdc So
séng cong doan
mdt cdch thiét
thuc hon, hoc hdi
vd cung nhau
cdm nghiém hon
vé Yy nghia on goi
lam Nt Tu La San
ctia minh. Vai ba
So dd it nhiéu ddt
nghi van vé tuong
lai va su lua chon
vao 161 séng doi
tu theo on goi
nay.

Khi cong doan cé thé gom tu hon 100 tré em tir
nhitng gido xit ldn cdn dén hoc gido ly va sinh
hoat, cdc So da tim lai duoc can ddm va phdn khdi
vitng tin hon vao céng viéc téng dé gido duc ciia
on goi.

Trong suét 7 ndm, cdc So dm tham gidng day gido
Iy va chudn bi cho cdc tré em nhdn ldanh cdc bi tich
hoa gidi, Thdnh Thé va thém sitc. Nhung sau do,
chinh quyén da yéu cdu cdc So ngung cdc sinh hoat
"phdn dong" nay.

Ndam 1988, cdc So day khodng 60 tré em. Mot hay
hai So day cho nguoi tdn tong, va trong ndm do,
cé dén 92 nguoi Idn nhdn bi tich rita t6i. Ngoai
nhitng sinh hoat do, cdc So con chdm séc giiup do
va ndu dn cho cdc Su Huynh cao nién tai nha huu
dudng Mai Thén. Qua hinh thitc téng dé ddc biét
nay, cdc So muén té long biét on déi vdi cdc Su
Huynh trong tinh thdn Dai Gia Dinh La San, vi
qud that, Gioan La San la Ddng Sdng Ldp cd hai
dong. Cdc So tinh nguyén phuc vu giip dé cdc Sw
Huynh cao nién mot cdch chdn tinh vui vé.



Finances.

Up to the present moment, the Congregation has
neither debts nor loans. The Sisters have learned a

variety of skills, al manual, in accordance with the
new policy of the country. Thework they undertake

never lasts long and they earn
little. Planting rice and water
plants and making mats barely
provides for their most basic
needs.

"A sow bought with money pro-
vided by the Brother bursar gave
birth to half a dozen piglets.
These were sold to make it pos-
sible to repair bicycles and buy
some toilet articles for the com-
munity."

Other goods are very rare. Each
year, theSistersin Cdiforniasend
us a number of boxesfilled with
presents, which enable us to re-

place the Sisters' linen and buy medicine for them.
From time to time, the Brothers share with the Sis-
ters the presents they have received from abroad.

Vé tai chdnh.

Cho dén ngay hém nay, dong Nit Tu La San chua
hé mdc no hodc vay mudn tién bac. Cdc So hoc dii

thitnghé, tdt ca déu thii cong nghé,
phu hgp voi chi truong mdi cia
chinh quyén. Khéng cé viéc lam
nao lau bén, va moi coéng viéc dem
lai loi titc rdt it 6i. Viéc dong dng
va trong rau muéng khéng dii dé¢
ddp itng nhitng nhu cdu cdn bdn
cho cdc So.

"Mét con heo ndi tdu duoc nho
hong én ciia Sw Huynh qudn 1y da
dem lai cho chiing t6i nita td heo
con. Bdn hét heo con ciing chi dii
co tién sita chita xe dap va sdm
cdc vdt dung vé sinh cho cong
doan."

Nhitng vat dung khdc thi rdt hiém
hoi. M&i ndm, cdc So & California

g0i cho chiing 16i vai thing qua, cing chi dii dé
thay doi do qudn va mua thuéc men cho Chi Em.

Déi lic, cdc Sw Huynh chia sé cho cdc So nhitng
mon qua ma cdc Sw Huynh nhdn dvuoc tir Anh Em &
hdi ngoai gdi vé.



* The years 1988 - 1989

* Ndm 1988 - 1989

With the help of Brother Visitor, the Sisters can fol-
low courses in philosophy and Holy Scripture, fol-
low catechetical coursesin the major seminary, and
at the same time pursue academic and professional
studies.

Help fromthe Sistersin Californiaand Thailand en-
able the Sisters at Mai Thon to follow a formation
program that is sufficient for the time being. One of
their most important projects is the reconstruction
of their convent, an old dilapidated wooden build-
ing. Theground floor of thisbuilding isflooded twice
aday to the level of the bed platforms by the tidal
waters of the nearby river.

The Sisters in Thailand have not been able to visit
the Sisters in Vietnam nor bring them help as fre-
guently as they would have wished: suspicion,
inverstigations, censorship do not encourage con-
tact even by letter. In October 1988,Sister Mary
Chindahandamrong was the first to brave the dan-
gers, after an absence of 13 years (1975-1988).

In February, 1989, the Congregation held its first
Genera Chapter. It was attended by Sister Theresa

Vai sw giip dé cia Sw Huynh Gidm Tinh, cdc So
da c6 thé theo hoc cdc Idp triét va Thdanh Kinh,
cdc lop gido Iy tai dai chiing vién, va cung lic do
theo hoc cdc 18p vén hod va hudn nghé.

Sw gitip do ciia cdc So ¢ California va Thdi Lan dd
cho phép cdc So & Mai Thon theo hoc chuong trinh
hudn luyén tam dii d6i véi thoi budi liic dé. Mot
trong nhitng du tinh quan trong nhdt ciia cdc So &
Mai Thén la tdi thiét tu vién hién tai. Tdng trét ciia
tu vién nay, dén mia nuéc lii, bi ngdp tran hai ldn
médi ngay, ty theo con nudc lén xudng ciia séng
bén canh nha.

Cdc So & Thdi Lan dd khéng thé tham viéng ciing
nhi tiép té gi cho cdc So & Mai Thén mét cach déu
ddan nhw cdc So mong wdc : sw nghi ngo, diéu tra,
khdm xét nay no da ngdn tré sy lién lac ké cd
bdng thu tir. Dén thang Muoi ndm 1988, So Mary
Chindahandamrong dd ldn ddu tién can ddm ludt
thdng nguy hiém dé sang tham viéng Viét Nam,
sau 13 ndm vdng bong (1975-1988).

Thdng Hai ndm 1989, Nha Dong triéu tap Téng
Céng Hoi ldn thit nhdt. Téng céng hoi vién gom



Sang from San Jose, California; by Sister Mary Ann
Sunanthaand Sister Mary Chindahandamrong from
Bangkok, Thailand, and by Sistersfrom Mai Thon,
Saigon, Vietnam. The Sisters opted officially for the
Congregation of the Lasallian Sisters of Saigon. At
thesametime, they elected Sister ClaraVVo Thi Hoai
Chau as Superior General for 3 years (1989-1992).

In November 1989, Sister Chindahandamrong and
Brother Joseph Van Khoi visited the Sistersin Mai
Thon. Brother Maurice Nguyen Phu Trieu, Visitor
of Saigon, and Brother Joseph Van Khoi obtained
documentsfrom the archbishop of Saigon, Mgr Paul
NguyenVan Binh, recognizing the community of Mai
Thon as a diocesan congregation of the diocese of
Saigon.

In June 1990, Sister Mary Ann brought the Bangkok
contribution to Maithon for the reconstruction of
the house.

The dream of the Lasallian Sisters of Mai Thon fi-
nally cametrue on September 23rd 1990 when their
new convent was officially opened. Present for the
occasion were many Brothers, reprsentatives from
other religious congregations, parents and friends.
Bishop Paul Nguyen Van Binh was abroad at the
time, and the coadjutor, Bishop Nam, was unfortu-
nately prevented from coming dueto acar accident.
Nonetheless, "the joy of the Sisters was very great
and real at the sight of this fine building ready for
them just in time to replace the old house that was
eaten up by termites..."

For the Lasallian Sisters, the apostolate is of the
greatest importance. They wish to open a nursery
school for the young children of the area, and return
to the apostol ate they had before the "troubles," by
using the new premises that replace the school they
"voluntarily" offered to the powers of the day.
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c6 So Theresa Sdng tw San Jose, California; So
Mary Ann Sunantha va Mary Chindahandamrong
tiw Bangkok, Thdi Lan; va cdc So & Mai Thon,
Saigon - Viét Nam. Cdc So dd chinh thitc nhdn Dong
N# Tu La San - Saigon. Cung lic do, cdc So da
chon So Clara Vé Thi Hoai Chédu lam Téng Quyén
vdi nhiém ky 3 ndm (1989-1992).

Thdng 11 nam 1989, So Mary Chindahandamrong
va SH Joseph Vin Khéi dén tham cdc So tai Mai
Thén. Téng gidm muc Saigon Paul Nguyén Vin
Binh giao cho SH gidm tinh Maurice Nguyén Phii
Triéu va SH Joseph Vian Khoi chitng tir xdc nhdn
cong doan Mai Thén la Nha Dong truc thudc dia
phdn Saigon.

Thdng 6 nam 1990, So Mary Ann chuyén giao phdn
déng gop cia cong doan Bangkok dé tdi thiét tu
vién tai Mai Thon.

Udc vong ciia cdc nit tu La San & Mai Thén, cudi
cung, dd thanh sw thdt ngay 23 thang 9 ndm 1990
khi tu vién mdi dugc chinh thiic khai truong. Hién
dién trong ngay khai truong co cdc Sw Huynh,
nhitng dai dién cdc Dong Tu, gidi phu huynh va
thén hitu. Gidm muc Paul Nguyén Vin Binh di hji
hop & ngoai quéc, va chdng may vi gidm muc phu
td Nam lai bi tai nan xe cé nén khéng dén tham du
dugc. Mdc ddu thé, "cdc So rdt vui mirng phdn
khdivi c6 dwgc co sé mdi that diing lic dé thay thé
ngoi nha cii da bi méi mot gam nhdm ti lau..."

D61 véi cdc nit tu La San, viéc téng do la diéu t6i
can thiét. Cdc So mong wéc mé mot vuon tré cho
con em trong viing, va trd lai véi viéc téng do ma
cdc So da lam trudc thoi "rdc réi", bang cdch ding
phdn trude ciia tu vién dé thay thé ngdi truong ma
cdc So da "tinh nguyén" ddng cho nha chiic trdach
duong thoi.



4. Community of San Jose,
California, USA

After the division of Vietnam into two parts by the
Geneva Agreement in 1954, more than a million
Catholics fled from North to South Vietnam. Many
Sisters came from families that had wanted to flee
from the totalitarian regime of the north in order to
preservetheir freedom to practicetheir religion and
remain faithful to Christ and his Church.

If many membersof the Lasallianfamily of Mai Thon
chose to leave the country, it was for the same rea-
sons: to remain free, keep their religion and, in this
instance, to safeguard their vocation as Lasallian
religious.

Asaresult of theeventsof 1975, 23 membersof the
Congregation of the Lasallian Sisters left Vietnam
for the United States. Of these, 7 were professed,
two were novices, and 11 were aspirants. One of the
latter left soon after for France to join her parents.

* Moral Crisis.

Thegroup asawholeleft Vietnam without any prepa-
ration, and thisled to much apprehension about the
future, aswell as suffering because of separation from
family, parents, friends and country. Thismoral cri-
sismadeit difficult for the Sistersto adapt to their

4. Cong Doan Nit Tu La San tai San Jose,
California, USA

Sau vu chia déi Viét Nam thanh hai phdn chiéu
theo Hiép Dinh Geneva ndm 1954, hon mot triéu
nguoi Céng Gido di cu tir Bdc xuéng Nam Viét
Nam. Nhiéu nit tu xudt thdn tir nhitng gia dinh da
mudn trén lanh ché’ do doc tai mién bdc dé dwoc
tw do hanh dao va gii¥ vitng niém tin vao Ditc Ki-
t6 va Gido Hoi ciia Ngai.

Néu sé"dong cdc thanh vién thuéc gia dinh La San
Mai Thon dd chon lua roi xa qué huong, thi ciing
chi vi hai ly do chinh : dugc tu do giit dao va,
trong truong hop ddc biét nay, duoc bén viing on
goi La San ma ho dang theo dudi.

Héu qud ciia nhitng bién c6'ndm 1975 la : 23 thanh
vién ciia Dong Nit Tu La San da roi Viét Nam dén
dinh cu & Hoa Ky. Trong s6' 23 thanh vién dé, c6 7
So khdn tron, 2 tdp sinh va 11 ing sinh. Mot ving
sinh da di Phdp doan tu vdi gia dinh ngay trong
thoi gian ddu.

* Khiing hodng tinh than.

Toan thé nhém da vuot bién ma khéng ai duoc
chudn bi, va vi thé’ma dién bién da din dén su lo
du vé twong lai, ciing nhuw khé tdm vi xa gia dinh,
cha me, ban be va qué huong. Su khiing hodng
tinh



new situationwith itsdifferent environment, language
and culture. Many of the Sisters, novices and aspir-
ants grew discouraged and left during the course of
the first two years.

On their arrival in the United States, Bishop
Donohue, of Fresno, offered them lodgings and fa-
cilities. The Brothers of the Christian Schoolsin San
Francisco provided for their needs. After two years,
the Sisters were self-sufficient. They remained in
Fresno till 1980. Brother George Kohles, FSC, from
the District of San Francisco, has been the contact
up till now between the Sisters and the Brothers of
the Christian Schools.

In 1979, at the
request of
Bishop Pierre
Dumaine, auxil-
iary bishop of
San Francisco,
the Sisters
moved to San
Jose to look af-
ter the Vietnam-
ese Catholics.
Fr. Joseph Cao
Phuong Ky, SS,,
has been their
chaplain since
1980.

On arriving in

San Jose, two

Sisters immediately began to teach catechism and
the Vietnamese language. The number of Vietnam-
ese adultsand children constantly increased and the
need to teach these subjects became more and more
urgent.

In 1982, as a result of a now regular income, the
Sisters were able to buy a4-roomed house for US$
156,000, which they owned jointly with a female
doctor. Three years later, in 1985, the Sisters be-
came sole owners of the house and were US$ 70,000
in debt to the bank. The present value of the house
is US$ 320,000.

thdn nay lam cdc So khé thich nghi vdi hoan cdnh
cia cudc séng mdi véi nhitng di biét méi truong,
ngén ngit va van hod. Nhiéu So, tdp sinh va iing
sinhngay cang ndn chi va chuyén hudng trong vong
hai ndm dau.

Khivita dén Hoa Ky, gidm muc Donohue dia phdn
Fresno, cung wtng nha cita va cdc tién nghi khdc
cho cdc So. Cdc Sw Huynh ¢ San Francisco cung
teng nhitng nhu cdu cdn thiét. Sau 2 ndm, cdc So tw
tiic vé moi mdt va & tai Fresno cho dén nam 1980.
Sw Huynh George Kohles, fsc, thudc tinh dong San
Francisco, lam lién lac vién gilta cdc So va cdc Su
Huynh cho dén bdy gio.

Nam 1979,
theo loi yéu
cdu cia vi
phu td gidm
muc dia
phdn San
Francisco,
Pierre
Dumaine,
cdc So di
chuyén vé
San Jose dé¢
tro  giip
nhitng nguoi
Viét cong
gido trong
dia phdn.
Linh muc
Joseph Cao
Phuong Ky, ss., lam tuyén iiy cho cdc So tir ndm
1980.

Khi dén San Jose, 2 So lap titc khdi sy day gido ly
va tieng Viét. Dan sé nguoi Viét ngay cang tdang
va nhu cdu gido duc cho ho ngay cang cdp bdch.

Ndam 1982, nhu la két qud ciia su tién tdn, cdc So
VJ1 su bdo trg ciia mdt ba bdc si hdo tdm ditng tén,
da tau dugc mot ngéi nha 4 phong ngii. Dén ndm
1985, cdc So lam chii cdn nha nhung van con ng
ngdn hang dén 70,000 dé. Gid tri cdn nha nay,
cho dén nay, cé thé 1én dén 320,000 dé.



* Apostolate, future plans and solutions.

The primary purpose of the Sistersisthe education
of young people, and especially of the poor. Their
situationinthe USA does not enable them to pursue
their aim, and so the Sisters have become involved
in charitable socia work: hostelsfor elderly people,
hospitals, Viethamese parishes. In doing so, they have
adual aim: to be self-sufficient and to help the Sis-
tersback in Vietnam, whileliving up to their ideals
asLasdlianreligious.

During theweekends, they visit Vietnamesefamilies
and refugees, and they take part in the activities of
charitable associations like Cursillo, the Legion of
Mary, etc.

Quiteanumber of girlsshow interest inthe Congre-
gation and seek to find out more about it. Unfortu-
nately, the Sisterslack the meansto satisfy their cu-
riosity and interest: they lack the space and person-
nel needed to provideformation for the new recruits.

The Sistersare considering thefollowing solutions:
(1) Buying aneighboring house
for US$ 350-370,000
(2) or extending their own house at cost
of US$ 100-150,000

Such a purchase or extension would enablethe Sis-
ters to accommodate new recruits, who would re-
ceive religious formation from a neighboring con-
gregation. Formation in Lasallian spirituality would
be provided by the Brothers.

The new house or extension could serve also to pro-
vide accommodation for Sisters from Vietnam and
Thailand studyinginthe USA.
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* Viéc tong do, cdc du dn va cdch thuc hién
trong tuong lai.

Muc tiéu hang ddu ciia dong Ni# Tu La San la gido
duc tré em, ddc biét tré em ngheo. Tuy nhién, hoan
cdnh thuc té tai Hoa Ky khéng cho phép cdc So
theo dudi muc dich dé, nén cdc So ddan than phuc
vu trong cong tdc tw thién va xa hoi: lam viéc trong
cdc nha huu dudng, cdc bénh vién, tai gido xir Viét
Nam. Lam nhu vay, cdc So vita tiép tuc ly tudng
séng doi tu La San vira ddp iing dvoc 2 nhu cdu :
tw tic kinh t& va giip dé cdc So con & tai Viét
Nam.

Trong nhitng ngay cudi tudn, cdc So thdm viéng
nhitng gia dinh Viét Nam ti nan mdi dén Hoa Ky,
va tham gia sinh hoat vdi cdc hoi doan nhu Cursillo,
Dao Binh Pic Me, vv.

C6 mot s6"khd dong thanh nit (6 y thich gia nhdp
héi dong va tim hiéu hon vé on goi La San. Ddng
tiéc la cdc So thiéu phuong tién dé thod man udc
vong ciia nhitng thanh nit do : cdc So thiéu co sd
va nhdn sw dé cung itng hudn luyén nhitng tu sinh
mdi.

Cdc So nghién citu 2 gidi phdp sau ddy :
(1) Mua mot ngéi nha lan cdan
khodng 350-370,000 dé
(2) hodc md réng co sé hién cé vdi chi phi
khodng 100-150,000 dé

Gidi phdp nao ciing cé thé ddp ving nhu cdu dén
nhdn tu sinh mdi : cdc ieng sinh cé thé hoc thém vé
doi tu tai cdc nha dong ban, va cdc Sw Huynh co
thé gitip hudn luyén vé linh dao La San.

Co s¢ méi hodc mé rong co sé cii con cé loi diém

la lam cw xd cho cdc So ¢ Viét Nam va Thdi Lan
sang du hoc tai Hoa Ky.
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In1991, Bishop Pierre
Dumaine, of San Jose,
wroteasfollowstothe
Superior General,
Brother John Johnston
:"Weinthe Diocese of
San Jose are espe-
cially happy to have
your Brothersamong
the many religious
communities present
here. The Viethamese
Christian Brothersin
our diocese perform
an outstanding apos-
tolic work of evangeliza-

tion and formation for

our Vietnamese Catho-

lics. The catechetical

programe is successful,

involving hundreds of

young people eager to learn more about their faith.
Your Brothers work closely with the Lasallian Ss-
ters and give a fine witness of collaborative minis-
try to thelocal Church.”

Thesewords are awell deserved commendation for
theVietnamese Brothers, and also for the Vietnamese
Sders.

Ndam 1991, gidm
muc dia phdn San
Jose, Pierre
Dumaine viét cho
Sw Huynh Tdéng
Quyén John
Joshnston : "Dia
phdn San Jose
chiing toi ddc biét
vui suong duoc su
hién dién cua cdc
Su Huynh giia
nhiéu cong doan
tu st khdc ¢ day.
Cdc Su Huynh
Viét Nam qua da thuc
hién totdep viec tong do
loan gidng tin ming va
hudn luyén nguoi cong
gido Viet Nam trong dia
phdn ching toi.
Chuong trinh gido ly thdt thanh cong, loi kéo hang
trdm thanh nién nam nit khao khdt hoc hoi hon
nita vé diic tin. Cac Su Huynh sdt cdnh lam viéc
véi cde Nit Tu La San va t6 hién su doan két cong
tdc vao thira tdc vu cua Gido Héi dia phuong".

Loi [é trén chdng nhitng phit hop vdi cdc Sw Huynh
ma con rdt xitng ddng vdi cdc ni¥ tu La San vay.




5. The Community in Bangkok, Thailand

When Brother Bernard Le Van Tam was visitor of
Saigon, he visited the Brothers' schools in the sub-
District of Thailand on several occasions. He noted
similar difficultiesthere: lack of religiousteachersin
the lower classesm, lack of personnel to see to the
temporal side of things, and lack of Thai vocations.

Thefirst group of Thai Lasallian Sistershasarather
special origin. Br. Joseph Van Khoi, who was auxil-
iary Visitor of thesub-District of Thailand at thetime,
was afriend of the family of Sister Anna Souvanna
Kingkarn, areligious belonging to the diocesan Con-
gregation of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary.
Thisreligious had a brother whowasaDelLaSalle
Brother. She no doubt heard the Lasallian Sisters
mentionned in conversation.

Oneday, shewent to seethe auxiliary Visitor to ask
him to help her find another congregation and, if
possible, the Congregation of the Lasallian Sisters.
Her reasons for the change were alack of satisfac-
tion in her vocation and peace of mind.

In the meantime, in 1973, Brother Joseph Van Khoi
took part in a meeting for the FSC Provincials of
Southeast Asiain Cameron Highlands, Maaysia. He
explained the situation in which he found himself.
Brother Michael, who was Assistant General for Asia
at the time, and all the Provincials gave their ap-
proval and encouragement for the existence of
Lasallian Sisters in Thailand. Brother Bruno Tran
Van Bang, Visitor of Saigon, suggested that candi-
dates be sent to Vietnam for their formation, after
which they would return to their own country to help
the Brothersin their apostolate.

5. Cong Doan tai Bangkok, Thdi Lan

Khi con lam gidm tinh, SH Bernard Lé Van Tdm
c6 nhiéu dip di tham viéng nhitng truong ciia cdc
Su Huynh tai phu tinh Thdi Lan. J ds, SH cing
nhdn thdy nhitng khé khdn tuong to : thiéu tu s
gido vién cho cdc I6p nhd, thiéu nhdn vién cho cdc
dich vu thuong nhdt, va thiéu on goi cho nguoi
Thadi.

Nhom nit tu La San nguoi Thdi ddu tién xudt phdt
tir mot ngudn géc khd ddc biét. SH Joseph Vin
Khéi, phu td gidm tinh cia phu tinh Thdi Lan lic
bdy gio, la mot nguoi ban thdn ciia gia dinh So
Anna Souvanna Kingkarn, thuéc dong dia phan Cdc
Ni# Ti ciia Ditc Ni# Vuong Maria. So nay lai coé
nguoi em trai nguyén la mét SH La San. Chdc hdn
So da nghe néi dén dong Nt Tu La San.

Mot hém, So dén gdp SH phu td gidm tinh va xin
giup So tim mét dong khdc, va néu duogc, thi xin
gia nhdp dong Nit Tu La San. Ly do So néu ra dé
bién minh cho su chuyén dong la vi So khéng thod
mdn va bdt an tdm tri trong on goi dang cd.

Ndam 1973, SH Joseph Vdan Khéi di tham dy budi
hop cdc SH Gidm Tinh viing Péng Nam Chdu A
tai Cameron Highlands, Md Lai. SH Vdan Khoi trinh
cung hoi nghi s viéc ké trén. SH Michael, phu
quyén ddc trach ving A Péng thoi bdy gio, va tdt
cd cdc SH gidm tinh déu chdp thudn va khuyén
khich su hién dién ciia nit tu La San tai Thdi Lan.
SH Bruno Trdn Vdn Bdng, lic dé la gidm tinh
Saigon, dé nghi nén gdi cdc itng sinh qua Viét Nam
dé dwoc hudn luyén, sau do cdc So sé tré vé nguyén
qudn dé gitip cdc Sw Huynh trong viéc téng do.



On November 11th 1973, agroup of 4 former Sis-
ters of the diocesan Congregation of the Queenship
of Mary arrived in Saigon, having obtained al the
required authorizations. They were joined by a 5th
candidate three weeks later. They began their
noviciateat Ma Thon, and on December 26th 1974,
they madetheir first vowsin the noviciate chapel in
Mai Thon.

After they re-
turned to
Bangkok on
January 1st
1975, the new
Lasdlian Sis-
ters were for
all practical
purposes cut
off from their
Mother
House. News
was rare and
always came
through third
parties. Suspi-
cion, censorship, investigationsand fear in both coun-
tries made all contacts even by letter very difficult.
The community in Bangkok was still trying to get
onitsfeet and consolidate its position and could do
nothing to help the Mother House.

In addition to this, the Bangkok Hierarchy was de-
manding documentary proof that the Lasallian Sis-
tersreally belonged to a congregation approved by
the ecclesial authoritiesin Saigon.

TheLasdlian Sisters of Bangkok received many sug-
gestionsin their predicament, and were encouraged
and advised to link up with the Lasallian
Guadal upanas Sisters of Mexico, who had been of
Pontifical Right since 1976.

The Lasallian Sisters of Bangkok, however, did not
wish to cut themselves off from their roots, and pre-
ferred to wait, even if this meant that their congre-
gation would lack the privileges of the other offi-
cially approved religious congregationsin Thailand.

Mot nhom 4 So, nguyén thuoc dong dia phan Ni# Ti
cia Ditc Nit Vieong Maria, dugc su chdp thudn ciia
cdc co quan hitu trdch, da dén Saigonngay 11 thdng
11 nam 1973. Ba tudn sau, mot iing sinh thit 5 nhdp
cudc. Cdc So Thdi bdt ddu ndm nha tdp, va tuyén
khdn lan ddu trong nha nguyén ciia tdp vién tai
Mai Thon ngay 26 thdng 12 ndm 1974.

Sau khi tré vé
lai Bangkok,
va ké tir ngay
01 thdng 01
nam 1975,
cdc nit tu La
San Thdi hdu
nhu hoan toan
bimatlién lac
vdi Nha Me.
Tin titc lién
lac trd thanh
kho khdn va
rdtit, va luén
luén chuyén
nho quatrung
gian. Su nghi
ngo, kiém duyét, diéu tra va lo s¢ gita 2 hai quéc
gia lam cho moi su lién lac, ngay cd bdng thu tir,
trd thanh rdt khé khdan. Céng doan Bangkok tuy
van tiép tuc tu ciing c6’chd ditng ciia minh, nhung
da khéng thé lam gi dé gitip dd Nha Me duoc.

Thém vao dé, gido quyén Bangkok doi héi hé so
chitng nhén rdng cdc ni# tu La San Thdi thdat su
truc thuéc dong da duogc gido quyén Saigon phé
chudhn.

Nhiéu dé nghi, khuyén khich va khuyén bdo cdc ni¢
tu La San Thdi nén sdt nhdp voi dong Nit Tu La
San Guadalupanas & Mé& Tay Co, vi dong nay da
hudng quy ché dong gido hoang tir nam 1976.

Tuy nhién, cdc nit tu La San Thdi khéng mudn roi
bé ngudn céi ciia minh, va chdp thudn cho doi, di
phdi bi twéc mdt nhitng quyén loi ma nhitng dong
khdc da dugc chinh thitc cong nhdn & Thdi Lan c6
quyén thira hudng.



In August 1988, Sister Mary Ann Sunantha and
Brother Joseph Van Khoi attended the General Chap-
ter of the De La Salle Sisters of Mexico, and asked
if they would accept the Lasallian Sistersinto their
Mexican congregation. They received an affirmative
answer.

The Tha Sisters decided to wait, however, as the
genera feeling among the Sisters of San Jose and

Thdng 8 nam 1988, So Mary Ann Sunantha va SH
Joseph Vin Khéi tham du Téng Céng Héi ciia cdc
nit tu La San M& Tay Co, va do hdi cdc So Mé Tay
Co ¢6 sdn sang nhdn cdc nit tu La San Viét Nam
vao dong cia ho khong. Cdu trd loi la ung thudn.

Tuy nhién, cdc So Thdi quyét dinh cho doi, trong
khi do thi cdm tudng chung ciia cdc So & San Jose
va Mai Thén thi khong thudn viéc sdt nhap.

Mai Thon was not in favor of the merger.

At the General Chapter held in Mai Thon, Saigon, in
February 1989, the Thai Sistersjoined their fellow
Sistersin San Joseand Mai Thonintheir joyful dec-
laration that they wished to remain Lasallian Sisters
in the Congregation of Lasallian Sisters of the dio-
cese of Saigon, Vietnam.

Threeof thefirst five Thai Lasallian Sistersremained
faithful to their vocation and made perpetual vows.

In the Bangkok community, there are at present six
Sisters, four of whom are perpetually professed, and
two have temporary vows. Their novice, Miss
Bernadette Than Ya Suetrong finished her canoni-
cal noviciate at the beginning of March 1991 at the

Nhén dip Téng Céng Hoi tai Mai Thén, Saigon,
vao thdng 2 ndm 1989, cdc So Thdi vui mung hoa
diéu cung cdc Chi Em & San Jose va Mai Thén
tuyén ngén rdang cdc So wdc mudn git chdn tinh
nit tu La San ciia minh trong nha Dong N Tu La
San thudc dia phdan Saigon, Viét Nam.

Ba trong 5 nit tu La San Thdi ddu tién con bén
vitng trong on goi va da tuyén khdn tron doi.

Tai cong doan Bangkok, hién nay co sdu So Thdi,
trong sé do, 4 So da khadn tron, va 2 So khdn tam.
Cé tdp sinh Bernadette Than Ya Suetrong két thiic
ndm nha tdp vao ddu thdng 3 nam 1991 tai tdp
vién cia cdc ni¥ tu Canossan & Singapore. So
Bernadette da nhan lanh do dong va khdn lan ddu
ngay 7 thang 4 nam 1991, tai Bangkok.



noviciate of the Canossan Sisters in
Singapore. Shereceived thehabit and made
her first vowsonApril 7th of thesameyear
in Bangkok.

Of thefour aspirantswho wereliving at the
LaSdleNursery, two completed their sec-
ondary schoolingat LaSdleCollege, while
the other twoleft at the beginning of March
1991 tobegintheir Lasdlian postulancy with
the Canossan Sistersin Singapore.

ThelLasdlian Sgtersof Thallandrunanurs-

ery school for pre-school children aged be-

tween 1 and 3, and akindergartenfor children between
3 and 5. These departments are part of the Brothers
DeLaSdleCollegein Bangkok.

Asasort of reparation for the years 1975-1988, the
Thal Sistersmadefour journeysto Vietham, in 1988,
1989 and 1990. They provided as best they could for
theneedsof the Sistersin Mai Thon, in particular, with
regard to the construction of the new Mother House
convent.

Trong s6 4 itng sinh & tai
Nha Giit Tré La San, 2
itng sinh dd mdn khod
trung hoc tai La Salle Col-
lege, con 2 ung sinh kia
di thu hudn lam thinh sinh
La San tai thinh vién ciia
cdc ni¥ tu Canossan,
Singapore.

Cdc ni¥ tu La San Thdi
diéu khién nha gi tré
cho cdc em bé tir 1 dén 3
tudi, va mot vuon tré cho
nhitng em bé tir 3 dén 5 tuéi. Nha giit tré va vuon
tré nay la mét phdn ciia truong De La Salle Col-
lege tai Bangkok ciia cdc Sw Huynh.

Nhu dé dén b lai nhitng nam 1975-1988, cdc So
Thdi thuc hién 4 cudc hanh trinh sang Viét Nam
trong nhitng ndm 1988, 1989 va 1990. Cdc So Thdi
da hé tro va ddp iing nhiéu nhu cdu cho cdc So &
Mai Thén, ddc biét dong gop vao viéc xdy dung tu
vién mdi cho Nha Me.




Sinh Hoat ciia Anh Chi Em tu si La San
tai San Jose - California

"Du 4n Cali" cia mot s Anh Em tu si La San khdi su tf nAm 1990 nhim muc dich :

1*

2k

3k

mdt s& Anh Em tu si La San Viét Nam vi 1y do chinh tri d phai rdi xa Tinh Dong Me
Saigon, gitip nhau sdng tron ven hon 1y tudng La San ma van giit dugc tinh thin qué
huong dan tdc;

"cting chung va lién k&t" @€ phuc vu thanh thi€u nién va déng bao Viét Nam ti nan
theo dudng 161 gido duc va t6n chi cia Dong La San;

lién d6i v6i Anh Em tu si La San con & tai qué nha "trong tinh thdn va su that".

Trong 5 ndim qua, dudi hinh thifc nay hay hinh thiéc khac, cting v6i su cdng tac tich cuc clia cac ni tu La
San ciing nhu sy gitip d tinh thdn 14n vt chat ctia qui vi 4n nhan, cuu hoc sinh va than hitu La San, dic
biét cia Gia Pinh La San viing Bic Cali va Hoi Ai Hitu Cuyu Hoc Sinh La San Ving Virginia & Hoa

Thinh P6n, Anh Em La San tai San
Jose @3 nd luc duy tri va khong
ngirng phat trién viéc thuc hién 3
muc dich néu trén.

Céach ri€ng, muc dich tht hai -
"cting chung va 1ién ké&t" - bit dau
dugc thue hién cu thé hon. Sau gan
4 ndm nghi€n ctu tim to1, Anh Chi
Emtusila SantaiSanJose da tau
duge mot ¢ s§ kha di ddp dng
dudc phan nao nhu ciu téng doé
gido duc va sinh hoat cho @6ng bao
ti nan tai vung San Jose, didc bict
cho thanh thi€u nién nam nit Viét
Nam : NGUYEN PUOGNG LA
SAN - SAN JOSE. Nhitng t8 chic sinh hoat gdm ¢6 :

* Keém/giit va sinh hoat cho tré em sau gid hoc (tir 3:00 d&n 6:00 chiéu)

** Ldp ESL ban ngay cho ngudi 16n tubi

** Hoi hop va kinh nguyén cho ngudi 16n tudi mdi ngay thi Sdu trong tudn
* L&p Viét ngit cho tré em mdi sdng thi Bay trong tuan

* C4c 16p 61 : ESL - Assembly - Computer

* L&p He sudt thing 7 mdi nam cho tré em

Néu diéu kién cho phép, Nguyén Pudng La San - San Jose ciing 14 noi cho cdc hdi doan trong viing xt

dung @€ t8 chic sinh hoat.



Anh Chi Em tu si La San - San Jose
chan thanh ghi on
Qui il an nﬁdrz, auu Epa sinh ca than hiu La San
da /»:ﬁuys”'n khich, &ng hs ca giup dG tinh thin [in cat chat
cho cﬁu’o’ng tuink tong do gido duc ca sinh hoat cia
%c‘mg La San tal San gou dfwg’c thanh fuu.

Yae tiel y//w' on qui vy :

Mét v 72\71/\ Danh

A/C Bui Dang Bich

A/C Nguyén Duc Chinh
Ba Dumg

A/C Téng Van Pai

O/B Hé Kham

A/C Bui Van Lac

A/C ]\]guyén Chinh Lap
A/C Buai Thanh Lich
A/C ]\]guyén Céng Lwlﬁf
BS. Va Thi Thue Oanh
A/C Pham Thi Thay Nga
A/C Vince Nguyén

Chi Bui Thi Thiép
Mrs&Mr. Edward V. Zimbrick

da lure W g Sfilvdine mua ce sé
NGUYEN DUONG Lo S AN - SAN JOSE

D(L'rz ggés‘n C%Lla, dl/(g dl/(au'a, gﬁdnﬁ (4 giuis
ca Thanh géoan La San aing cde Thank Su c#uyn/g
tnad a6ng 5(5& Egiu cho Qui UV



* L& dang hi¢én Nguyén Pudng La San - San Jose

Ngay 19 thdng 3 nim 1995, 1& Th4anh C4
Giuse, Quan Thay Gido Hoi cong gido
ciing 14 Quan Thay va Pang Bao Trd dong
LLa San, 2 cOng doan tu si nam nit LLa San
tai San Jose da tu tAp dang thanh 1& dau
ti€n tai Nguyén Pudng [La San - San Jose
dé€ dang hi€n va phé thic ¢ sd méi cho
Thanh Ca Giuse.

* L€ Gid Cha Thanh Lap Dong

Théanh Gioan La San, ddng siang 14p dong
cidc Su Huynh Trudng Ki-t6 (con goi la
dong Anh Em La San), ciing 12 T Phu
clia 3 hoi dong phat xuit tr dic stiing La
San, qua ddi ngay 7 thdng 4 nam 1719.
Gido Hoi cong gido toan cau long trong mirng kinh thanh Gioan La San ding ngay Ngai "sinh ra vio
Nu6c Trdi", miing 7 thang 4 mdi nam.

Nhan k§ niém "ngay sinh" thi 276 ctia thanh T Phu Gioan La San, Anh Chi Em tu si va tu sinh La San
ddng tAm hiép ¥ dang thanh 1& mirng kinh va ta on thanh T6 Phu tai Nguyén Pudng La San - San Jose
ngay 7 thdng 4 ndm 1995.

* Tinh TAm Mua Chay

+ Ngay 8 thang 4 nim 1995, ngét 100 thanh thi€u nién nam nit c4p trung hoc va dai hoc cing véi
cdc huynh trudng Thi€u Nhi Thanh Thé dén sinh hoat va tinh tAm tai Nguyén Pudng La San -
San Jose.

+ Ngay 15 thdng 4 nim 1995, ngét 80 thdy c6 gido 1y vién thudc gido xit Nt Vuong cdc Thanh Ti

Pao Viét Nam, d€n Nguyén Pudng La San - San Jose d€ tinh tAm va sinh hoat chu&n bi long
trong mirng Pai L.& Phuc Sinh.

* Sinh hoat phuc vu

Gia Binh OB Vil Pat tinh nguyén da dén giit thim va tin trang Nguyén Pudng La San - San Jose.
Gia dinh 6ng ba da tirng tinh nguyén son stta nha cifa va giat thAm cho céc tu vién viing San Jose,
datbict 1a tu vien N Tu La San tai dudng Silver Creek.

Ngay 9 thang 4 nim 1995, phong trao "Cursillo Nganh Viét Nam" da tinh nguyén khdi cong bi€n
garage trong khu6n vién Nguyén Pudng [La San - San Jose thanh mot 16p hoc.



Ngay 28/4 va 5/5 nim 1995, nhém Thang Ti€n Hon Nhan va Gia Pinh da xin diing ¢d s Nguyén
Puding La San - San Jose dé sinh hoat nhém va ciing d€ gép phan tai chanh gitip phat trién co s3.

Ngay 29 thang 4 ndm 1995, dong LLa San tai San Jose ding ra
t8 chiic "Ngay Tim Hi€u Gn Goi". Ngét 100 thanh nién nam
nit ghi danh tham du véi st gép mit ciia nhiéu linh muc
dong/triéu va tu si/tu sinh nam ni trong viing Vinh San
Francsico d&€n dé€ quang b4 on goi cia dong minh. Co sd
Nguyén Pudng La San - San Jose qué 1a thuén tién cho viéc

t8 chic nay.

Hom sau, 30 thdng 4, cling

12 ngay "sinh ra vao tran th&" thit 344 cla thanh Gioan La San
(30/4/1651), mdi dong hudng din nhitng thanh thi€u nién 3 y
mudn vao dong lién hé di sinh hoat riéng theo cich td chic clia
dong minh. P&i véi
dong La San, sau
thanh 1& kinh mirng
thdinh TS Phu tai
Nguyén Butng [La San - San Jose, Anh Chi Em LLa San
da huéng din nhém "di choi chung”, chia sé niém vui
s6ng cong doan trong tinh than "ciing chung va lién
két" d€ ddng tAm nhat tri 1am viéc tong d, md mang
NudGc Chia va dem lai 191 ich xa hdi cho ngudi anh chi
em.

* Ngay 15 thang 5, 18 Thanh Gioan La San, Quan Thiy tit ca cdc nha gido duc trén th¢ gidi

Ton chi ctia Cha Thanh 14p dong La San 13 c¢6ng hi€n cho tudi tré, nhat 1a cho tré kém may mdn, mot
nén gido duc nhan ban va dan tdc theo tinh than Ki-t6 gido. Gido Hoi cong gido da nhan thay 1di ich clia
t6n chi nay qua moi thsi dai va cho moi dan toc trén thé gidi, vi th€ Piec Pi6 12 d ton phong thdnh
Gioan La San lam Quan ThAy t4t c4 c4c nha gido duc ngay 15 thdng 5 nim 1950.

Ho6i Ai Hitu Cyu Hoc Sinh La San viing Virginia&Hoa Thinh P6n (Gia Pinh La San viing Hoa Thinh
Pén) sé& long trong mirng kinh thanh T8 Phu véi thanh 1& ciu cho nén gido duc gidi tré Viét Nam tai qué
nha ciing nhu tai hai ngoai, kém theo 1& phat phan thudng cho giai khuyén hoc La San vao ngay 15
thdng 5 nam 1995.

Riéng tai ving Bic California, Anh Chi Em tu siLa San - San Jose vdi su' cOng tac ctia Hoi Ai Hitu Cuu
Hoc Sinh La San viing Bic Cali (Gia Pinh La San viing Bic Cali) s& t8 chic thanh 1& mirng kinh thanh
TS Phu d€ ciu nguyén cho tit ci céc thdy c6 dang dan than phuc vu gidi tré Viét Nam, vao ngay 15
thang 5 nam 1995, tai Nguyén Pudng La San - San Jose. Pay ciing 12 dip thuan tién d€ khai trudng co s
mdi, ddnh ddu mdt budce tién cu thé clia dong La San va qui vi 4n nhan, cyu hoc sinh va than hitu La
San, trong né Iuc gép phdn vio viéc tong dd gido duc thanh thi€u nién cling nhu sinh hoat tong d6 xa hoi
cho cdng ddng ngudi Viét ti nan tai San Jose va viing phu can.



* Nhitng sinh hoat trong tuong lai

- Ngay 17 thang 6 nim 1995, Hoi Tuong Trd Thiéng Liéng La San sé& t& chifc thanh 1& xin on binh
an cho tat cd cdc hoi vién tai Nguyén Pudng La San - San Jose.

Hic Tuong Tre Tbhitng Liéng la San
ddc bi¢gt khen nggi va ghi on ede ¢d déng vién
]\/\ayy TQosavy TDI/\QM Kim Ng@m
Dominicsd Bui Minh Hai
Dinh Viet Chign
Dang Kim Quang
Alphonse Vi Tran Thanh
Mavria Truong Thi Mau
P& Thi Sen
Giiuse P& Van Hai
Pham Binh Tru / Nguyén Thi Nhung
Trdn Van Phac
Maria Nguyédn Thi Khude
Maria Pham Thi Diém
Trdn Véan Binh / Trdn Hién
Ba Vs Quy Hy
Mavria Pham Truong
Inée Nguyén Tu Le
Nguyén Thi Vy
Mai Thi B&
Thérese Nguyén 'Héng
Cao Nhu Thé
Vi Bic Nguyén
Nguyén Thi Tho
Benedictd Nguyé&n Chénh
Nguyén Van Bach
Dominicd Ha Binh Nhu
Giuse Nguyédn Van Tudc
Maria Trdn Thi Mén
da tich ere hing say truyén ba va eé déng eho F6¢i duge phit trién
ngay cang manh va dem lai on ich thiéng liéng cho nhiéu linh hén.

- Ngay 17 thang 9 nim 1995, Anh Chi Em tu si La San va Gia Pinh La San viing Bic Cali sé t3 chic
mot bira tiéc gdy quy d€ yém trg viée tong dd gido duc clia dong La San tai San Jose va viing phu
can.

- Bangay cudi nim 1995, Anh Chi Em tu si La San va Gia Pinh La San viing Bic Cali s& vui mirng
dén ti€p tat ¢ anh chi em cuu hoc sinh va than hitu La San hién dang cu tri tai Hoa Ky/Canada
trong dip "HOi Ngo La San" do mdt nhém anh chi em cuu hoc sinh La San dé xuéng. Chuong
trinh chi ti€t s& dugc gdi dén tat ca anh chi em cuu hoc sinh va than hitu La San vao khodng diu
thang 9/1995. Néu c6 phuong tién, xin lién lac qua e-mail address : lasan@saigon.com
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