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Céc Frére téng quyén
k& vi thanh t8 phu

=
Frére Barthélémy, Frére Timothée Frére Claude, Frére Florence, Frére Agathon,
Joseph Truffet Guillaume Bazin Pierre Nivet Jean Boubel Joseph Gonlieu
Born: 1678 Born: 1682 Born: 1690 Born: 1725 Born: 1731
1717 - 1720 1720-1751 1751 - 1767 1767 - 1777 1777 - 1798
Died: 1720 Died: 1752 Died: 1775 Died: 1800 Died: 1798

Frére Frumence, Frére Gerbaud, Guillaume-de-Jésus, Frére Anaclet, Frére Philippe,
J-B Herbet Sébastien Thomas Frangois Marre CI-L Constantin Mathieu Bransiet
Born: 1747 Born: 1760 Born: 1748 Born: 1788 Born: 1792
1798 - 1810 1810 - 1822 1822 - 1830 1830 - 1838 1838 - 1874
Died: 1720 Died: 1822 Died: 1830 Died: 1838 Died: 1874

s

Frere Jean-Olympe, Frere Irlide, Frére Joseph, Frére Gabriel-Marie, Frére Imier de Jésus,

Joseph-Just Paget J-Pierre Cazaneuve J-Marie Josserand Ed. J-A. Brunhes J-Ant. Lafabfgue
Born: 1813 Born: 1814 Born: 1823 Born: 1834 Born: 1855
1874 - 1875 1875 - 1884 1884 - 1897 1897 - 1913 1913 - 1923

Died: 1875 Died: 1884 Died: 1897 Died: 1916 Died: 1927



Frére Allais-Charles, Frére Adrien, Frére Junien Victor, Frére Arése-Casimir, Frére Athanase-Emile,

Jean Petiot Adrien Petiot Auguste Dtharf Noel Val. Bression L-Arthur Ritimann
Born: 1858 Born: 1867 Born: 1864 Born: 1862 Born: 1880
1923 - 1928 1928 - 1934 1934 - 1940 V-S: 1940 - 1946 1946 - 1952
Died: 1928 Died: 1934 Died: 1940 Died: 1954 Died: 1952

F. Dionysius V Jezus, Frére Nicet-Joseph, Frére Charles Henry, Frére José Pablo Frére John Johnston
A-F De Schepper Pierre-Paul Loubet T-Joseph Buttimer Basterrechea Born: 1933
Born: 1882 Born: 1898 Born: 1909 Born: 1917 1986 - 2000
V-S: 1952 - 1956 1956 - 1966 1966 - 1976 1976 - 1986
Died: 1971 Died: Sept.25, 1999 Died: 1982 Died: 1995
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Céc Frére td dao thanh Almeria Céc Frére td dao thanh Asturias

“... tuy ho khong & trong trat ty tv t& 1am thdy ca t& 1€, nguyén kinh nhét tung nhu c4c linh muc gidm
muc, nhung céc tu si gido su thudc nhitng dong tu ¢6 khan hita, ¢6 hi€n thadnh cho Chia. — (Can. 488, 4)
— Ho da tir khudc chic linh muc vi ho nghe theo tié€ng goi dic biét cia Chiia d€ phung thd Chia theo
mot trat tv khac; tuy ho tif khudc nhitng ngudn an i thiéng liéng cia chic tu t&, ho cling dudc tran tré
nhitng 4n hué thiéng liéng khac Chiia danh cho ho trong ddi sdng tu tri cia ho theo qui luat clia nhitng
dong tu da dudc Gido Hoi chuén y chdp nhan va dugc Gido Hoi ton trong qui mén. St mang clia ho 13
gido duc tudi tré that 16n lao va hiéu nghiém...

... P4 ¢6 mot trudng hop truSc dady Ta nhaAn manh d&n diéu 4y va Ta di day: "Pia vi tu tri hi€n thanh cho
Chia khong c¢6 nghia 1a danh riéng cho dia vi tu si ¢6 chife tr t& va loai trir dia vi tu si gido dan trong
Gido Ho1i, bdi vi § trong c4 hai trat tw hang gido pham va linh muc ciing nhu hang tu si gido dan ciing ké
14 nhitng tu si hi€n thanh cho Chia d€ phung thd Chda." (Baihuan gido cho cic Dong Vién Tu tai Roma;
A.A.S. 1951 trg. 28)

... V& lai cin cif va su viéc cu thé Gido Hoi danh cho nhitng gido dan chie vi tu si hi€n thanh va dit ho
vao mot dia vi ¢6 nén tadng phap 1y, diéu 4y c6 nghia o rang 13 tAt cA moi thanh phin trong dao binh
thanh 4y ¢6 thé 1am viéc va mot cach rat ddc luc vira cho sy cifu rdi linh hdn ¢4 nhan cia minh vira lam
viéc cttu 1di linh hon k& khéc, chi€u theo nhitng diéu luat cia Gido Hoi va chi€u theo nhitng qui luat
riéng biét clia mdi dong tu.

... B&i th& cho nén dirng c6 ai khinh ché nhitng phan ti¥ tu si trong nhitng dong tu gido dan vily do 14 ho
khong c6 chic linh muc, ho#c tudng ring: viéc tdng dd gido dan clia ho kém thua viéc tong @6 cia cic
linh muc xét vé phuong dién k&t qua siéu nhién trudc mat Chia...”

giao hoang Pid 12

[xin doc nguyén vdan “thu gdi cdc dong tu gido ddn” trong www.saigon.com/~vietedu hodc www.lasan.org,
dé muc LaSan Library)



HAT GIONG MA GIOAN LASAN DA GIEO

NAY MAM va SINH NHIEU HOA TRAI
Suy niém nhén dip 1é Tén Phong Chan Phudc cho 5 Su Huynh Tay Ban Nha
Frére Simon Pham Quang Tung

Nam vj tAn chan phudc 14 nhiing thanh vién clia Dong SH Trudng Kité. N6i uu tu duy nhat clia cac
ngai la theo Chua Kit6 trong on goi ma Chua da trao ban cho cac ngai.

Khi con b&t dao bat dau tai TBN, ho dang lam viéc mét cach binh than trong céc trudng hoc trong
Tinh Dong Barcelona. Ho di chuyén dén Valencia dé thuc hién nhiing doi hdi clia céng tac gido
duc va Thién Chla da goi ho lam chiing t4 mét cach triét d&. Ly hinh khéng biét ho nhung khi
chiing phat hién ho la nhiing tu s thi diéu dé cling di dé ma bat gili va hanh quyét ho. Cac vi tuan
dao la dau chi cia Héi Thanh, Nhiém thé clia Chuia Kitd, DaAng van ti€p tuc bi bat hai va két an tl
hinh. Nhung cac vi tudn dao da gén chat mat cac ngai vao binh minh 16 dang clia sy S6ng Lai. Pay
la guong mau ma céc vi tudn dao da néu cho chiing ta hédm qua cling nhu hém nay. Chuing ta phai
s&n sang bat chudc 16ng quang dai clia cac ngai

SH Florencio Martin, Bertran Francisco, Ambrosio Léon, Elias Julian, Honorato Andrés va linh muc
Leonardo O. Bura, tuyén Uy trudng Bonanova da mat mang séng dé trung thanh véi chic vu thua
tac vién clia TC, sui gid clia Dlc Giésu Kité. Cho du ho biét rdng néi minh 14 tu si cé thé dan dén
cdi chét, ho da khéng ngan ngai tuyén xung duc tin vao Dic Kité va xac nhan ho 14 thanh vién cla
Dong cac SH Trudng Kitd.

Nam SH vua dugc tén phong da khdong cé céng tac gi khac hon la theo Buc Giésu trong on goi ma
Chua da ban. Mang on ctu dd dén cho thanh thi€u nién, nghia la gido duc chiing &n & hoan toan
theo tinh than Kitd sao cho chiing dat tdm vién man nhan ban va Kité. Vdi viéc tdn phong chan
phudc, tén tudi cla cac SH sé& lam tdng thém sé hién thanh va chan phudc trong thé gidi Lasan,
bat dAu tu Gioan Lasan, Cha thanh lap Dong , ti€p dén la SH Salomon Leclercq, vi SH t dao tién
khdi trong thdi Cadch Mang Phép, tat ci c4c ngai da minh chiing ridng trung thanh trong con dudng
gido duc cac ngudi nam, ngudi ni da la mét hanh trinh Tin Mung.

HG&i cac ban tré, gido vién, déi tdc Lasan va phu huynh théng diép ndy mdi goi tt ca cac ban hay
dang hi€n d&i minh cho nudc Trdi trén cin ban cla chinh cuéc séng va nghé nghiép clia cac ban.
Chinh nghia nudc tréi nay doi hdi ddi s6ng chling ta phai thAm nhuan chiéu kich tén gido, mot
chiéu kich s& mang lai cho chling ta hanh phuc va stic manh ngay ca trong nhiing lic d6i dién vdi
tht thach cam go nhat.

Trong khi tudng niém cac chan phudc viia dugc tén phong chiing ta cling nhd dén cac vi tudn dao
khac niia. Ddi s6ng ho da bi tudc doat chi vi ho da loan bao Buc Kitd. Chiing ta nhé lai cac SH
chiing nhan tai Phap, Mexico, Phi Luat Tan, Ba Lan, Viét Nam, Guatemala, Colombia, va Tan Ban
Nha. Chuing ta cling kinh tén biét bao nhiéu SH va déi tdc Lasan da tan tuy céng hién cudc ddi mot
cach tiém tién, ngay ndy qua ngay khéc, tiing chut tiing chit mét nhu nhiing hat phan trén bang
den, trung thanh véi nhiém vu thudng nhut mét cach &m thAm. Ldi Cha Thanh con vang vong trong
tai va tim ching ta rdng: "Su biét on duy nhdt ma cdc thay nén mong doi trong viéc day dé tré em,
ddc biét la tré nghéo la thuong tich, chii bdi, bt hai, va ngay ca cai chét. Py cing chinh la phan
thudng cla cdc thdnh va nhing téng dé, nhu da x4y dén cho Pic Giésu Kitd." (Bai Nguyén gam
155,3)
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“Su mang gido duc clia Anh Chi Em
luén luén can thiét - moi nGi, moi luc”
(thanh LaSan)

Gia Dinh LaSan gém :

+ cac Frere LaSan,

+ cac Ni Tu LaSan,

+ c4c thay co,

+ cac Bong Su Vién,

+ cac phu huynh hoc sinh,

+ cac cuu hoc sinh va than hiu

hién dang hoat déng tong dé gido duc trong 85 qudc gia trén thé gidi, phuc vu cho trén
750,000 hoc sinh.

Bis iab Ls8sa ieda 1hd gidi

xin vao mang ludi théng tin
www.lasalle2.org

dé biét thém chi tiét sinh hoat téng d6 gido duc
clia Gia Dinh LaSan tai méi ving, méi dia phuong trén thé gidi.

Riéng gia dinh LaSan Viét Nam :

www.saigon.com/~vietedu
hoac www.lasan.org



LY TUBKG LA QBAKN
San Jose 22/3/2001

Bd me kinh yéu,

Vay 12 con @3 xa nha dugc ba thdng. Chic bd me vAn manh, cdc em ngoan. C6 1& gid nha
minh da quen khong ¢é con & nha. 6] day khong ngay nao con khong nhé nha (nhé nhit 1a em
Chau). Nghi ciing hay, & nha thi con 14 anh c3, v6 dong lai thinh em tt. Con thAy nhu minh thuoc vé
hai gia dinh vay.

B& me kinh, tir khi con xin b6 mua vé may bay cho con qua San Jose tim hi€u Dong La San,
con dd mudn néi cho bd me hiéu 16 vé 1y twdng tu tri va gido duc clia con. Tuy b6 me khong hdi va
ludn tin twdng, ing hd nhitng gi con 1Am nhung con cdm thay rdi xa bd me, cdc em ma khdng néi rd
cho bd me biét vé cdm nhan on goi clia con thi that thi€u x6t. VAy ma da hai nim réi chua lic nao
con ¢6 di can dam d€ trinh bay cho tudng tin nhitng tinh cdm, suy tw con cAm nghiém dudc. Nhirng
14n ¢6 k€ vé La San, ¢6 n6i v€ on goi ciing chi néi vé mdt khia canh nao dé chit khdng hoan toan boc
16 r6 rang. Mong ring hdm nay, qua 14 thu nay, b6 me s& hiéu thém vé
1y tudng con da chon.

B& me biét tir hdi nhd con da thich di tu rdi va rat mé doc truyén
c4c thanh. Nhiéu vi thanh c¢6 4nh hudng rat 16n noi con nhu thanh
Térésa Hai POng GiéSu, thanh Paminh Savioé. Nhung c6 mot thanh con
nhd 16 hon ca. Cach day hon ba nim con muon dude mot cudn truyén
v€ céc thanh tré & thu vién clia Ban Gido Ly Viét Ngit nha thd minh.
Truyén thanh nay chi dai chirng ba, b6n trang. VAy ma sau khi doc con
cam thay that quen thudc, that hitng cdm. Con thdy con c6 rat nhiéu
diém gidng Ngai. Vi thanh ldc con nhé 13 mdt cAu bé manh khinh vdi
ddi chan tan tat bAm sinh, nhung nhd on cia Pitc Me da di dudgc vio lic
nam tudi. Thdi nién thi€u, trong hoc dudng, Ngai 1 mdt hoc sinh xuit
sic, sdng choi trong cdc mon hoc. Ldn 16n Ngai 13 mot thiy tu, thdy gido, hoc gid, nha thd rat ndi
ti€ng. Ngai da cAm héa dugc rat nhiéu con tim ngudi tré. Nhiéu ngudi tuyén duong Ngaila “thiy
gido vi dai nhat clia cdc nha gido & Ecuador.” Ngai ciing d3 vi€t nhiéu sdch Gido Khoa ma cho dén
nay van con dugc dung. Khi doc d&n d6, con thay trong 10ng mot uc mudn dugc noi guong Ngai that
manh liét.

Khodng mdt nim sau, con dudc gip Frére Phong trong mot budi tinh tAm tu nghiép cho cic
thdy c6 Viét Ngit, Gido Ly. Chi Trang, tay dan piano kiém Gido Ly vién & nha thd minh, bi€t va mdi
Frere dén véi tui con qua 151 gidi thiéu cdia mot vai ngudi § San Jose va qua dia chi email clia Frere
in sau cudn “Chiit Mim Mudi Cho Bita Com Hang Ngay” do Frere viét . Cach gidng bai that di ddm
nhung day chiéu sau clia Frére, cong véi cach doi xit that yéu thudng, vui vé da c6 sifc thu hiit manh
hon nam chdm. Con ciing thAy mén mén chi€c 4o dong den, gin ¢ trdng cia Frére. Ti€ng xung hd
va ti€ng goi Frere sao nghe that than thudng, 12 la. Lic 4y ¥ tudng La San di 1oé 1&n trong 1ong con.

Con rat thich day hoc. Mdi Chia Nhat, khi day Viét Ngit va Gido Ly, con nhu khong con biét
thdi gioy 12 gi nita. Nhitng khi ding 16p con cam thay dugc tran ngdp niém vui va on soi sdng clia
Chida Thanh Than. C4 tuin con chi mong gip lai cdc em hoc sinh clia con. B& ciing 14 nha gido chic
b6 hi€u nhitng cAm nghiém 4y. Con lai cling rit mén chudng, u6c ao ddi tu tri, nhung lai khong
mudn 1am linh muc. Hinh 4nh cla Frére nhu guong sdng cho 1y tudng ctia con. Con nhd 81 hom d6




v& dén nha con da k& thao thao bat tuyét vé& Frére cho cdc em nghe. Chiing né ciing ctt doi con ké
thém chuyén ti€u 1Am da nghe dudgc tir Frére trong cic bai gidng. T61 hom d6, sdu anh em thitc dén
1,2 gid sang mdi di ngli. Tur Ay trd di, khdng ngay nio con khong suy nghi, khong cdu nguyén vé on
goi La San. Y tudng nay ludn ludn quén trong ddu con ¢4 khi con dang l4i xe, trong 16p hoc, & nha,
dang day hoc.....

Tuy 10ng yéu thich on goi tu Iam Frére nhu vay, nhung lic 4y con chuwa ddm t cho Frére
Phong biét, phan vi nhit nhat, phdn vi nghi ¢6 thé minh bong bdt nhat thdi, phan mudn ti€p tuc hoc
dé thi v6 trudng y. Mai dén sdu thang sau, khi Frére qua day chiing con 14n th hai con méi ddm lan
la lai gin tim hi€u. Tir &6, nhu b6 me da bi€t, con da qua tham céc Frére ba 14n, mot 14n nim ngay,
mdt 1an ba ngay tinh tdm & Napa, va mot 14n hai thadng giip He La San nim ngodi.

Mot hém tinh ¢ con ¢6 k€ cho Frére James, Frére lo huéng din on goi (da t¢i nha minh mot
14n chic b6 me con nhd), bi€t vé cau chuyén vi thanh con doc dude hdi @6. That cdm ddng khi con
dudc bi€t vi thanh d6 1a Frére Miguel Febres Cordero ctia dong La San. Con nhén ra hinh cia Ngai
trén mot cudn sach (chit khong chi von ven vai trang nhu 1an trude) ma Frére James da dua cho doc
vi cau chuyén con k€ 1am Frére nh6 ngay dén thanh Miguel. Con hiing
cam ta thadnh Miguel d3 cAu bau cling Thién Chia cho on goi clia con.
Con coi thanh Miguel nhu ngudi anh thi€ng liéng vay.

Dong La San gid nhu mdi nha thd hai cia con. Cac Frere, cac
Soeur thudng con 1dm. Ai ciing lo 1ing cho con. Con thuong cic Frére,
cac Soeur nhu thudng gia dinh minh. Chua bao gid con tudng tugng dudc
rang tinh ngudi thuong nhau quy bau va cao cd nhu vay. Con hoc dudc
ndi cac Frere, cac Soeur tinh khi€é m nhudng, yéu thuong, vui tuci dim
boc 14n nhau. Chi Trang cling hay d&€n thim c4c Frére vi thoi gian nay
anh Thanh, chdng chi, dang 1am viéc & Sacramento cach day hai tiéng.
Con coi ddy nhu mot ddu chi 6t lanh Chia da sip dit cho on goi cla
con.

Hién gid thi con dudc cac Frére cho di thim cic cong doan clia cic Frére My. Gan day nhat
12 chuyé&n di thim trudng thanh Miguel & Chicago. Pay 12 mdt trudng hoc md ra trong mot khu phd
rdt nghéo va x4 bd. Piing 13 “Pi mot ngay dang, hoc mot sang khon.” TAm nhin clia con d3 dugc md
rong dé€ thay tudi tré, nhat 1a tré nghéo, rat cAn mot nén gido duc t6t. Con cdm on Chiia da dit trong
con udc mudn dang hi€n ddi minh cho tré. “Luong su, hung qudc.” Nghé gido ddi vdi con 1 nghé cao
c4 nhat. Ti nay con khong con 12 cia con nita. Ca ddi con, cd con ngudi con, hét moi tai nang Chia
ban, con xin diing lam khi cu rao giang Tinh Yéu ciia Chia. Con nhd ¢é doc dugce: “Nhitng ai chi day
dudng ngay néo chinh cho tré, s€ mudn ddi sing chéi nhu nhitng vi sao.” (Pa-ni-en 12:3)

Thoi thu @ dai. Con xin dirng biit. BAy gid con mdi cdm thdy bt 4y ndy phan nao vi gid day
chic b6 me ciing da hiéu hon vé 1y tudng La San clia con. Xa gia dinh minh 12 thi thach khé khan
nhat cho con. Con van hay thudng néi v6i cdc ban con: “Gia dinh tao 1a thién dang ha giéi.” Chi &
nha con méi thay hoan toan hanh phiic, thodi mai va binh an. C4m dn bd me da nudi nang, day db
chiing con trong tinh thuong yéu. Oi, n€u tinh yéu ctia bd me 1am cho con luu luy&n, nhd thuong nhu
vay thi Tinh Chida con bao la khon td dudng ndo. Mdingay con déu doc 10 Kinh Kinh Mirng cau xin
Thién Chida phit hd gia dinh minh, nhat 13 cho cdc em tim ra ding 1y tuvdng Chia mai goi. Cho con
h6n em Chau.

Con,

Khoa



Why | Remain A Brother ?
by Brother John O'Neill, FSC.

Many times during my life | have been asked, "Why did you
become a De La Salle Christian Brother?" More often, still,
"What is a Brother?" Never before have | been asked the much
more challenging question: "Why do you remain a Brother ?"
Learning how to truly translate, i.e., discover the intention of the
questioner, is every bit as important as learning the literal mean-
ing of the words. | learned this when | was first assigned to live
and teach in the De La Salle Brothers school in the Philippines
many years ago. It took a while for me to learn to relax when |
was asked "Saan ha pupunta? ("Where are you going?") When |
learned the Tagalog expression was a polite greeting and not a
prying into my travel plans, | could comfortably respond "Diyan
Lang” ("Oh, just there.")

It was in view of this experience in Asia that, when | was asked
"Why have you remained a Brother?," | immediately paused, reflected and began the
translation process. This led me to believe that what was really being asked was some-
thing like "What is it that you consider important, meaningful or relevant in the life of a
religious Brother or Sister when, apparently, few young men and women feel attracted to
such a life today?" Or, to return to the Taga- log greeting, "Saan ha pupunta?,” what would
| respond if pressed "No, really, Brother John, just exactly where ARE you going? Be
specific."

Three ideas have come to me in the course of trying to honestly put my motivation into
words. The first, | suspect, could be seen as too shallow. The second as too secular. The
third as too simple. But, since these are my responses to the question, here they are.

The first reason | have for remaining a teaching Brother is that, in 1944, | felt a genuine
call to join the Brothers. Encouraged by my Brother-teachers and my family in Sacra-
mento, | went at the age of 16 to Mont La Salle near Napa to learn what the life was all
about. | liked what | learned and committed myself to follow that life for one year. Then for
another year, and another, until, in 1953 at the age of 25, | vowed to remain a member of
the Brothers, "for the rest of my life." | still like it. So, | remain.

The second reason is my awareness of all that | have received. My education has been a
great gift: The B.A. from Saint Marys College, the M.A. from the Jesuit University in Ma-
nila, the Ed.D. from Columbia University in New York. My health, physical and spiritual,
has been attended to admirably. My novice master and first spiritual director, Brother Paul
Figueroa, was very wise, very holy and very funny. | have had numerous other spiritual
directors since then as well as numerous opportunities for religious studies, retreats,
renewal programs, extended stays in holy places with holy people, men and women. My
professional life has been extremely rewarding. Not only have | had an excellent prepara-
tion for it. but also a rich variety of teaching and administrative assignments at all school
levels (elementary, high school, college, university and post graduate). Mine has been



the great pleasure of living with, working with and serving intelligent, charming and highly
motivated students from 25 different countries. My interests in travel have been met in
ways | could never have imagined in my wildest dreams. | have lived and worked 18
years in Asia, two years in the Holy Land, four years in Africa and 30 years in North
America. I've stood where the human race began in East Africa, where Socrates spoke in
Athens, where Jesus was born in Bethlehem, where the ruins of Angkor Wat still reach to
the skies in Cambodia, where Jose Rizal wrote "Mi Ultima Adios" in Manila, where Nelson
Mandela was inaugurated in Pretoria and where the Iditerod Race ends in Nome. My
hobbies of woodworking, calligraphy, photography, music, art, writing, desktop publishing
and ornithology have all been more than encouraged. None of these would ever have
happened were | not a De La Salle Brother. And it’s not over yet. Just four months ago |
was in Northern Uganda, camped on the
banks of the Nile at the very source where it
begins the 4,000-mile journey to Cairo. And
so, secular as it may sound, | really have to
say, this has been such a wild ride, why
would | ever want to get off?

My third reason for remaining a Brother is
that | am genuinely convinced that great
good can come from living a community life
based on the words and example of Jesus,
rooted in the Hebraic scriptures and en-
riched by other religious traditions. Such a
life has been further defined and refined by
Saint John Baptist De La Salle, the founder of the Christian Brothers, in view of the
apostolate to which he committed himself and his followers: The Christian education of
the poor. And, so, conscious as | am of all that has come to me as a result of that initial
"Yes!" of mine so many years ago, | can only echo the words of the disciples when asked
by Jesus if they would go away: "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of life."
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SJ Két Thuc Hién
Téng D6 Gido Duc & Xa Hdi tai Viét Nam
trong nam 2000

1) Quyét theo guong Pang Lap Dong Gioan La San

Tat ca khdi sy vao mot sang thi ba nam 1679. Mot ngudi dan éng va mot cau bé dén gap
Gioan La-san tai nha Dong céc Di Chua Hai dong. D¢ la 6ng Nyel, ngai muén dén thanh
Reims md3 trudng hoc mién phi cho cac em trai nghéo.

Tung budc mot Gioan La-san da dap tra I6i mdi goi dan
than clia Thién Chua. Ngai tu bd chuc kinh si, nhtiong
lai cho linh muc Faubert [a mét cha chanh xud nghéo,
khéng ti€ng tam. Ti€p theo, ngai phan phat hét tai san
clia minh cho ngudi nghéo vao mua déong 1683-1684
dé€ séng véi va cho ngudi nghéo. Tu nay, ngai da hoan
toan thuéc vé nhdm ngudi chdp nhan sy nghéo khé
clia minh dé& phuc vu t6t hon va truyén ban su diép cla
Thién Chda.

Theo I6i khuyén cta vi linh hudng Barré : "Cha phai cho ho & trong nha minh va séng trong
cling hoan canh xa hoinhu ho." Thé& |a vao ngay 24 thang 6 nam 1682, Gioan La-san rdi bd
khéach san cla gia dinh va tat ca bao ky niém than thuong dé theo céc thay gido dau tién
dén & trong m&t ngbi nha thué nghéo nan, & phia Tay thanh Reims. Ngay &y chinh 1a ngay
bat ddu mét cudce phiéu luu clia Gioan La-san, mot ngudi kinh sitré |, giau tién bac va giau
ki€n thiic. Con dudng tu bd that cam go nhung Gioan Lasan van trung thanh dép trd dén
gidy phut cudi cling. "Con thd lay trong moi sy Thanh y Chua déi véi t6i."

Nhiéu thd thach don dap dén vdi Gioan La-san : cac thay day viét quang ban ghé ra dudng,
bi thua kién 3 toa an, bi k&t 4n 1a du dé ké vi thanh nién, vai mén dé chdi bd ngai, vi nght
rdng su hién dién cla ngai 16i kéo sy khéng may cho nha dong & Marseille ciing nhu &
Paris, dugc cac SH ti€p dén lanh ltng khi tréd vé Mende Nhiing sy ch6ng ddi nhu thé cudi
cuing lam Gioan Lasan nga guc, |lam cho ngai bat ddu ngd vuc chinh minh va céng viéc clia
minh. Ngai chju thua con cam dé noi sa mac.

Sau nhiing chan dong di doi do, Gioan Lasan can nghi ngoi. Ngudi ban clia ngai dua ngai
I&n ngon d6i Parménie. Trén ngon déi cao 738 mét nay, Gioan La-san da luu lai giia chdn
riing sau qua bao nhiéu I4an thay déi sic 14 ?

Pudgc bé khde vi hit khédng khi trong lanh, dugc binh tAm nhd su yén tinh chung quanh, va
nay day trudc nga ba dudng, Thién Chua da dat trén con dudng ngai di, mot con ngudi soi
s&ng cho ngai va ddy ngai tién I&én. Di Louise.

Ngai tuyén bd : "t6i mudn vang I3i cac su huynh, ho ra Iénh cho t6i trd vé Paris." Va ngai
lai 1&én dudng tr vé Paris.



2) Nhin thuc tai béi cdnh xa hoi Viét Nam
NE&u Gioan Lasan dén Viét Nam ngay hém nay, Ngai sé thay gi ?

Viét Nam ti€n b rat nhiéu. Nhiéu viing qué dudc dién hod. Cay cau cong trinh clia thé ky
My Thuan dugc dua vao hoat dong . Nhi€éu nha choc trdi moc Ién.

Nhung con dd, nhiing can nha lup xup, nhiing con ngudi khéng c6 dd an ngay séng dudi
muc nghéo khd, nhiing tré em phai lam lung ki€m s6ng, nhiing tré em chua bao gid dugc
dat chan dén trudng, nhiing tré em bi tudc doat nhiing quyén ma dang ly cac em phai dugc
hudng.

Trong nhiing n&m gan day, vi khéng thé s6ng dugc noi qué nha, ngudi dan & céc lang xa
dé dén vé cac thanh phd 16n, véi hy vong tim dugc cai &n. Nhiéu ngudi dem ca gia dinh con
céi lia bd qué cha d4t t8 clia minh. D6 v8i nhiing ngudi nhap cu , day 1a noi ho tudng cé thé
béam vao dé séng qua ngay.

Nhung... S8 déng nhiing ngudi nhap cu thi khéng cé nghé nghiép viing chéc, ho chi tap
trung vao nhiing cong viéc mua ban nhd, ban vé s6, ban doé luu niém, lugm ve chai, ban
hang rong, gidc haoi, an xin , danh giay; cac em nhd thicling lam cac nghé tuong tu, nhung
cling khéng loai tri viéc &n cép, danh bai khi c6 co hdi.

Cha me ban lo di ki€m tién, dau con thai gian dé nght dén viéc hoc clia con cai minh; dau
con thai gian nght dén viéc gido duc con cai. Boi khi cd nghT dén , nhung khdng cé phuacng
tién ho&c nhu cau cudc séng la trén hét. Con dudng dan dén nghién ngap, mai dam, chicé
mot budc.

Theo théng ké chinh thiic do nha nudc cédng bé thi dén nay cé khodng 7,7 % tré em tii 5 tudi
trd 1én chua bao gid budc chan dén trudng, tiic khoang 6,8 triéu. Trong sé ndy c6 khodng
5 triéu 3 ngudi hoan toan khong biét chii. Cling trong s6 nay cé khoang 2 triéu tré em ti 5
tudi d&n 9 tudi chua biét i 0.

D& dap ting I6i kéu goi thuc hién dan than trong viéc phuc vu ngudi nghéo clia BE trén Cuu
Téng Quyén John Johnston qua cdc Thu muc vy, clia T6ng Céng hoi 43, va dac biét clia
Tinh Cong héi 9, anh em trong cac cong doan tuy theo hoan canh dia phucng da dem hét
nhiét tdm séng I8i khan thd tu cla minh theo tinh than cla Téng céng hoi 43 coi viéc "lién
két phuc vu céng cudc gido duc ngudi nghéo nhu I8i dép trd La-san cho nhiing thach dé
clia thé ky 21",

3) Hoc vién phuc vu nguGi nghéo

P4p lai 16i kéu goi Cha Nguyé&n Diic Mudi, chanh s ho Dao Kénh Ba thudc Gido Phan Can
Tho, hé 1997-1998, 1998-1999 va 1999-2000 cac Su Huynh Hoc vién La San xuéng Ca
Mau gidp muc vu cho ho dao Kénh, cac ho dao Ian can. Riéng hé nam 1999-2000 cung di
V@i cac Su Huynh, cé thém 2 ban sinh vién, l1a hoc tro gido ly clia cac Su Huynh hoc vién.



Ho dao Kénh Ba cach Ca Mau khodnh 3 gid dudng do. Tdi dé cac Su Huynh chia thanh
tiing nhém nhd, méi nhém chiing 2-3 ngudi dé di dén tiing ho dao nhu 1a Ho Pao Cai Cam,
Ho Dao Kénh Nudc Lén, Ho Bao Hoa Thanh, Ho Bao Ao Kho....Tdi d6 cac Su Huynh giup
cac em 6n tap van héa: cling cé kién thuc ¢, gitip lam thém mot s bai tap nang cao dé
chu&n bj vao nam hoc mdi hoc t6t hon.

Ngoai ra con day gido ly cho cdc em nhd, gilip su pham gido ly, va cac ky nang sinh hoat
cho cac Gido ly Vién, day giao ly hn nhéan cho cég ban tré chudn bi lap gia dinh, gitip tinh
tdm cho céc gia trudng, gitp linh hoat cac thanh 1&é ngay Chu Nhat.

Qua ba ky hé |am viéc, tai Ca Mau céac Su Huynh Hoc Vién dé lai nhiéu &n tuong t6t cho
cac Cha, ngudi dan va céac ban tré tai dé. Ngudi ta mudn cac Su Huynh hién dién nhiéu
hon nta.

4) X6m Hué

Trudng Xém Hué la mét trong nhiing céng trinh phuc vu cho ngudi nghéo dudc thuc hién
tuong déi sém, vao nam 1992. Lic dau chi la mdt c&n nha 14 lup xup. Qua nhiéu nam
thang, nhd su hé trg clia &n nhan, mdt ngdi trudng khang trang ducc xay Ién, cling ¢d
phong doc séch, cling cé nhiing budi 1& t6ng két , cling ¢é nhiing cudc du ngoan vui choi,
tao co hdi cho cac em kham phé ra nhiing cdnh dep qué huong va séng tinh than dong déi.

M6t nha nguyén nho nhd xinh xinh viia méi moc 1én bén canh ngdi trudng nay, thay thé
cho nguyén dudng nha tranh véch 14 trudc kia, nhu mét bédng hoa té6 diém cho buc tranh
déng qué méc mac thém xinh tuci. Sy hién dién clia nha nguyén nhd bé nay 1a bang
chiing clia bao khé nhoc, ¢ géng, hy sinh, kién tri, thanh céng ctia nhiing ngudi quyét tam
rao gidng Tin Mung cho nhiing ngudi nghéo khé.

5) Cuu trg L lut

Trong mua T lyt trAn ngap mién nam Viét Nam, anh em La-san ciing khéng thé |am ngo
trudc su khé dau clia déng bao rudt thit. Ngoai nhiing déng gép cho Tda Gidm muc, cho co
quan, cho Phudng khém, anh em ciing 3 14n di xuéng tan noi dé chia sé ndi khé clia ngudi
dan qua céng tédc ch&n bénh va phat thuéc mién phi.

6) Hau lut

Trong niém tin va udc vong "Dem niém vui dén cho mudn ngudi." Anh em La-san VN phdi
hgp v3i cac ban tré bén My va cac anh em La-san Céng doan San Jose, di mot vong mién
Nam trong tuan bat nhat Giang sinh nam 2000 dé tham déng bao sau con Ii viia qua. Nam
dia diém di qua la : Pédng Thap (2 naoi), An Giang, My Tho va Long An. Phéi doan ciing cé
tang moét it qua cho nhiing gia dinh dugc danh gia la nghéo nhat trong khu vuc minh séng

Muc dich clia chuyén tham viéng nay la gitip dong bao "lam lai cudc ddi" sau nhiing mat
mat mua |G : mua xudng, mua théc giéng, lam lai mai nha, mua heo, mua ga, vit.



Nhin thdy cdnh co cuc, s6ng trong mdt cdi chodi bdng tranh & nhiing noi xa hdn nén van
minh hién dai, ma cac em chua bao gid dat chan tdi, nhin thdy nu cudi rang nd trén guong
ma&t han vét thuong dau, céc ban tré rat 18y lam cam kich vi nhiing diéu mét thay tai nghe
va chi biét th6t 1&n : "Dan Viét minh con nghéo qua!"

7) Lép TINH THUONG BA QUEO

L&p Tinh Thuong Ba Queo ndm gon trong dia ban Phudng 16 Quan Tan Binh. Khu phé ndy
dugc mang tén 1a "Khu phé nylon" ma bao Tudi tré da nhiéu |&n nhic dé&n. Nhan thay céc
em con trong tudi di, nhung t8i ngay chi lang thang hét noi ndy dén noi khac lugm boc
nylon, So Bé, Dong N ti &i, ¢ y dinh gitip d& cdc em ndy md mang kién thic bang cach
md& ra nhiing I6p hoc Tinh Thuong. Céac I6p nay khai gidng tu thang 9 nam 1994. Trong 3
thang dau, I6p chivdn ven cé 30 em hoc sinh. Ngay nay, nhd su Uing ho clia Phudng va két
qua hoc tap t6t clla cac em, I6p da tang Ién 234 em.

M&i ngay di hoc, cac em dugc mdt phan qua nho nhd: khi thi qué tdo, khi thi qua cam, khi
thi ly sia, qué chudi, vién keo. Ngoai ra, cac em cling dugc tham gia nhiing ngay trai, du
ngoan Viing tau, Sudi tién, dé md mang kién thdc.

Cdc Su Huynh La San déng vai trd ¢6 van cho cac I6p Tinh Thuong ndy. Hang thang , cac
gido vién dén cong doan cac SH dé lugng gia cong viéc thang qua va hoach dinh chuong
trinh cho thang téi. Mét cau chuyén gido duc ltc nao cling dugec dung dé chadm dut budi
hop, tu t& nhe nhang hiong cac ¢c6 quen dan dudng 16i gido duc La-san.

Ngoai ra céc ban hiiu, cuu hoc sinh La-san & Uc & My ciing ¢é hé tro m6t sé hoc béng cho
cac em. Céc ban tré Sinh vién Budc Minh thudng xuyén dén sinh hoat vui choi véi cdc em
nhat la trong cdc ngay 1€ I6n.

8 ) N6i chao khéng bao gid can

Céc Soeurs Ni ti bac &i ngung lam viéc trong bénh vién Hung Vuong, bay gid la Pham
ngoc Thach, ti nam 1975 dé&n nam 1978. T4t ca khéi su vao ngay I1& Me 1én trdi 15 thang
8 nam 1978. Dong ldong trdc &n trudc nhiing bénh nhan nghéo voé gia cu, khéng ai tham
nudi cham sdéc & trai c&p cuu, cac Soeurs Ién Ban Dai dién Céng tac Xa hdi xin phép ndu
mé&t soong chdo di cho dd 5 ngudi &n, dé gilip dd nhiing bénh nhan ndy. Néi chdo gém ¢é
300gr thit, khoai tay, ca-rét do Ban Céng tac xa hoéi cung c&p. M&i bénh nhan dugc mot to.



K&t qua that khd quan. Bénh nhan thay hoi stic va lai Ién cAn ma ngudi nghéo cling tang
thém. Vithé ndi sip nd ra, tu 1 lit d€n 5 lit. Vinha bép cling g&p kho khén, nén céc Soeurs
danh phai bd tién tdi ra d€ mua céc thi cho néi chdo van cé chat lugng.

Nhu cau ngay cang nhiéu: ban dau chi cho bénh nhan nghéo khu cép clu, cac em nhi
déng, sau lan dan dén céc trai khac cho cac bénh nhan nang. Mai ngay, tu luc 7900 sang,
céc chi ho ly xuéng nhan chdo cho trai cia minh. D&n nay, mdi ngay ndi chdo phuc vu cho
khodng ti 100 dén 120 ngudi.

Gid day, ndi chdo dudc nhan I&n nhiéu noi trong cdc bénh vién, ké ca nhiing bénh vién
khéng c6 cac So.

Anh em Lasan va cac anh em gia dinh Lasan b&n My déng gép phan nao dé duy tri cling
nhu tdng chat lugng cho ndi chao nay.

9) Lép Tinh Thuong P. TAN HUNG Q.7

Phudng Tan Hung Quéan 7 ¢ rat nhiéu ngudi dan tam tri. D6 1a nhiing ngudi ti phudng xa
kéo nhau vé Sai-gon lap nghiép, tudng rang sé dé dang ki€ém dugc céi an. Thé nhung su
viéc lai khdng nhu ho tudng. Khnong nghé, khéng vén, vg chéng phai di lam viéc cuc nhoc,
con cdi thi lang thang ngoai dudng ban vé sé, danh gidy, ban dd thi 14t vat dé phu gitp
kinh t& gia dinh. Viéc hoc néi chung va gido duc nhan ban ndi riéng, dinhién 1a d€ qua mét
bén. Va lai, khéng cé hd khdu thanh phé thi khéng thé vao trudng céng hoc dugc. Vao
trudng ban céng hay dan lap thi khéng cé tién. Danh vay, chiu dét. Theo béo cdo cla
Phudng cho biét, cé khodng 300 em trong Phudng & trong tinh trang nay.

Nhan thady nhu cdu c&p bach nai day, anh em Lasan vdi su Uing hd hét minh clla anh em
San Jose , da van dong xin Phudng Tan Hung Quéan 7 cho phép md Lép Tinh Thuong .
Bugc sy déng y clia Phudng, I6p Tinh Thuong khai gidng vao ngay 01 thang tdm nam
2000. Chi mdt tuan sau, I6p phai chia ra lam hai visisé da I&én hon 40 em. Sau 3 thang hoat
doéng, 16p da dugde 8n dinh. Hién nay hoc sinh dudc chia ralam 4 16p: ba I6p mét va bén 16p
hai. Hoc sinh via thi xong hoc ky mot, két qua that kha quan.

Pé& gilip cac em séng tinh than déng ddi va gid k¥ luat, dudc hudng nhiing diéu ma céc
dang ly phai dugc hudng, trung binh 2 thang mot 1an, cac em dugc sinh hoat céng déng do
céc ban sinh vién t6 chiic nhu ngay T& Nhi déng, cling cé banh Trung thu , cling ¢cé mua
lan, phéat qua; ngay I& Thay c¢6 20/11 cac em dugc di tham quan Du lich DAm sen mét ngay,
Noel thi c6 di dao S thd va nhan qua; Tét Tan Ty ciling ¢6 sinh hoat tap thé, cling ¢6 bao
i xi v& m&i em dudc mot bd quan 4o mdi.

11 ) Céng tac mdi
a) Com xa hoéi

BAt ddu tu ngay 19, thang 2, nhd Idng hdo tdm cla qui &n nhan, cdc em lang thang theo



hoc nghé méc va diéu khic duge bdi dudng mot
blia com trua. C4c thay phu trach cling khéng quén
loi dung dip ndy dé nhdc  nhd cac em séng cb
tinh than phuc vu, thanh lich trong cach an udng,
va nhé on dén nhiing ngudi lam on cho cdc em dé
cé thé duy trilép hoc ndy. Pay 1a mét phuong tién,
mot cd may dua dén cho cac em, vdi hy vong céc
em tim dugc chd diing clia minh trong xa hoi.

Ngoaira F. Hoang cling tham gia céng tac phuc vu ~
cac em khuyét tat: khi€m thi, bai liét, b&nh tam than. Ngoai nhiing gid hudng dan vé tam
ly Ita tudi, con cé thém gid chia sé Phic &m va thdm hdi dong vién hdng tuan.

b) Quy tin dung

P& nang dd va tao co hdi cho mét vai gia dinh khé khan tim ra 18i thoat, mot quy tin dung ra
dgi vao dau thang 3 nam 2001 . Mét trong nhiing di€éu kién dugc néu lén 1a phu huynh phai
bdt cong &n viéc 1am cla con em, dé ching cé thé di dén I16p duogc.

13 ) Pong Sy Vién La-san

Nhu Téng cong hdi 43 da néi : "Viéc phuc vu ngudi nghéo cling bao gém cé nhiing déi tac
La-san". Trong thuc t&, viéc thuc hién nhiing cong tac tong dé , huédn gido, nghé nghiép,
khéng thé thi€u nhiing ngudi hop tdc. Ho gép phan mét céch hét suc tich cuc dé lam cho
st mang La-san dugc thuc thi. Ho chia sé c6ng tac mot cach xac tin va nhu nhiing nguoi cé
trach nhiém. C6 nhiing ngudi luén sdn sang tham gia cong tac, cong hién thai gid khong
suy tinh cho nhiing cdng tac phuc vu cho ngudi ngheo.

Nhiing thanh phan tham gia lanh vuc céng tac cho ngudi nghéo
gém c6: Céac chi em NG tl bac &i, cac chi Dong MTG TT, céac
chi Dong MTG CQ, cac So Dong MTG CM, céac chi Tu HOi
Dang Truyén, cac cuu hoc sinh LS & Viét Nam, céc cuu hoc
sinh LS 8 Uc cdac ban tré va céc SH 3 San Jose céc ban TSC
Buc Minh cac SH va ban hiiu bén Phap céac ban hiiu bén My
- cac ngudi hang xém Duc Minh va mdéi day cé cac ban Dong
Ba Ba Minh.

14) Vai guong mat tiéu biéu

Dudng nhu mdi hoc sinh dén vdi I6p Tinh thuong déu cé mét
lich st khac nhau, mét hoan cdnh khac nhau. Va ching that
2. T khéac nhau. Cé nhiing duc tinh khac nhau, nhung cling ¢é nhiing
. ‘-j tat x4u khac nhau. Quen séng ngoai dudng, chiing ¢é nhiing
v} cdach cu xU rat l1a "ty nhién" ma do6i lam chiing ching ta buc

- 34 #5 minh.




Trong nhiing tuén I& dau, cé gido that chat vat vdi ching, nhac nhd luén miéng ndo 1a im
l&ng, ndo la phai I& phép, nao |1a tra 16i phai da thua v.v. Nhung sau vai thang dén I8p, cé
chiéu tan t4i, bi&t chao hdi da thua, biét cham chi hoc hanh. Pay 1a 3 hoc sinh tiéu biéu, néi
danh la "siéu quay" trong I8p, bay gid la nhiing hoc sinh ngoan, cé lanh thudng.

15) Du an tuong lai : "Séng gilia ngudi nghéo"

Nhu Gioan La-san mudn trd nén nghéo dé séng vdéi va cho ngudi nghéo, anh em ciing
mudn 16i séng clla minh cang ngay cang gan vdi I6i s6ng clia nhiing ngudi cé diéu kién
séng trung binh, chia sé 16i séng clia ho qua sy hién dién thudng xuyén clia minh.

Cong viéc ndy dang tu ti thanh hinh. Hy vong sé& m& I6p dugc trong ky hé sép tai.

Grégério, fsc




LASALLIAN BROTHERS IN VIETNAM
EMBRACING THE CORE MISSION.
Presented by Brother Simon Pham Quang Tung, fsc
at the Convocation of the District of San Francisco in 1999

First we are profoundly grateful to the Di-
vine Providence for having put us in a privi-
leged situation - though not always clearly
perceived as such - to carry out the core
lasallian mission, that of "giving Christian
education to the poor." This should be seen
as a real bliss for us, and through the eye
of faith we can identify greater opportunity
and stronger motivation for us to live out
our lasallian vocation. Being devoid of
schools and all their infrastructure enables
us to devote more of our time and effort to
embrace straightforwardly the lasallian
“principal function" of evangelization and
catechesis.

Thus, we have been trying to respond to one of the most urgent needs of our youth, the one
that is deliberately ignored. Meanwhile, in terms of poor, we are fully immersed in the world
of the poor. Those most beloved children of God are right at our door, we do not have to
reach out. Our mission is mainly focused on the following sectors:

- Catechesis

- Remedial/vocational education

- Formation/permanent formation (of Brothers) Our work is characterized by quasi-gratuity,
flexibility, and abandon to God.

CATECHESIS: Almost all our Brothers, even those in their eighties, are directly involved in
catechesis. This have been done in various ways such as:

- Catechism in parochial churches

- Catechist training

-YCS movement and, sometimes, in an ingenious way: Bible sharing in English or French,
for example, is such a "trick" of combination of studying the Holy Scripture and practicing a
foreign language.

To go catechesis, the Brothers have to go into a real conversion. Our mathematicians and
scientists had to put aside their formulas and go digging into Paulian epistles. The results
show that they have been successful. To cope with the lack of updated learning /teaching
materials, brother Alloysius, a former mathematics teacher now in his eighties, has labored
in writing textbooks and workbooks for those religious classes. His series of materials proved
to be efficient and was quite widely used.



Catechist training constitutes our main effort.
Where ever possible we stage training sessions
to help those volunteer catechists refresh their
religious knowledge and learn more appropri-
ate ways to present it to their disciples. Young
lasallian scholastics are very active in this sec-
tor. Many catechist rallies have been held in
Maithon. Twice have a group of them gone on
an exposure to CaMau, the southmost rural prov-
ince of Vietham where the means of transport is "

nothing but boat. The enthusiasm and eagerness '} Feaas

shown in their reports betrayed their success and

also their readiness to return to those remote and deprived swamps. Somehow different
from the common practice in western countries - all the above works are gratuitous. We are
happy that they are as they were in the Founders time: beneficiaries have nothing to pay for
their religious instruction.

g
g

REMEDIAL VOCATIONAL EDUCATION: To address the problem of inefficient teaching in
public schools and also to earn some income for the community budget, most of our Broth-
ers are involved in

- Tutorial lessons

- Boarding houses

- Language/Vocational centers Tutorial lessons are given mostly in the community pre-
cincts. Parents are happy and confident to entrust their children to the Brothers care.

Various are the subject matters, large is the range of age and, especially, flexible are the
schedules. Brother Victor, for example, is able to set up a system of remedial classes amount-
ing to 700 schoolchildren in Hue with the help of some volunteers and lasallian aspirants. To
have safe and favorable environment for their study, students or schoolboys from the prov-
inces resort to the Brothers. Almost all our communities state in their Community Annual
Projects their will to spare their space to set up and take care of boarding houses. Some 200
are currently accommodated in our communities. Many new lasallian recruits also come
from this "nurseries." We also managed
to get official license for some of our
language and computer centers. Up to
now, thousands have got their certifi-
cates of English or computer skills and
aimed with them, many of our learners
were able to find quite choice jobs.
Parallelly, with the support of friends
and former students, vocational classes
for street or disabled children have
been set up. Those zero-fee woodcarv-
ing and cycle-mechanic training
courses help gird them with skills to




earn honestly a living on their own.

LASALLIAN FORMATION: Fully aware of the fact that a good number of young people still
want to join us, and realizing our own responsibility for the vitality of the Institute, the District
Chapter has set up an aggressive plan of formation:

- Formation houses

- Formation staff and programs

- Vietnamization of lasallian writings Communities with existing boarding houses are given
the task of nurturing aspirants until they are mature enough to join the postulancy.

So together with our Postulancy, and
Noviciate, our newly built Scholasticate con-
stitutes a complete formation infrastructure.
The program of formation of aspirants, nov-
ices and scholastics is to be duly revised and
so that there will be "a complete, compre-
hensive and updated program of formation."
Moreover, a project of formator training and
a special status for the Director of Formation
are being worked out. Meanwhile, to help our
young Brothers with low mastery of English
or French, all the documents from the
Generalate have been translated into Viet-
namese. A project aiming at providing the Brothers with more Vietnamese versions of lasallian
publications is being drafted in view of celebrating the centenary of the canonization of our
Founder. This will also serve as an impetus for the permanent formation of the older Broth-
ers.

CHALLENGES: Serious challenges are there waiting for us:

- To be up to the impending tasks we have to improve and update our competence in many
aspects. An efficient project of permanent formation should be put into application.

- The lack of competence in foreign language many of our younger Brothers suffer is still to
be addressed aggressively.

- Objective difficulties will not disappear tomorrow morning, so the Brothers should aware to
strengthen their tenacity in being faithful to their lasallian vocation HOPE Not waiting for
better working environment, we try todo our most possible making ours the words of our
Rule "Despite the difficulties which they meet, the Brothers know, in faith, that God does not
abandon his work but that it pleases him, to make it bear fruit day by day." (R. 141)
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