“Birc man sat” budng xudng trén toan lanh thd Viét Nam sau bién ¢ 75, tuy van
con d6, nhung thyc chat di it nhiéu mém mong ké tir dau thap nién 90. Huynh
Phong tién phong 1am Huynh D¢ dau tién & hai ngoai tré vé thim qué huong va
nhét 13 “cac Bac, cac Cha va Anh Chi Em La-Viét” tai qué nha. Cac Huynh B¢ La-
Viét ¢ qudc tich My, Phéap, Uc, v.v... 1an luot di di lai lai nhiéu hon. C6 thé nho
d6 ma mdi gidy lién két tinh Anh Em ddng mén ngay cang rd nét va than tinh.
“Ngudng Ctira Hy Vong Ma1” tir tir thanh hinh.

Thanh that ma noi, khi théy cac Huynh B¢ cling nhu anh chi em cyu hoc va than
hiru La-Viét ¢ hai ngoai tur tu bét duoc “nhip cau tinh nguoi, tinh... La San” voi
qué nha, 10ng t6i nén néng mudn duoc dip “tay bat mat mimg” véi Huynh Dé va
anh chi em cyu hoc va than hiru, NHUNG t6i van con ... apatride - stateless man
(khong c6 qué huong) vé mat gidy to hop phap hop 16. Toi van con la...
undocumented person hogc la illegal immigrant (nguo1 cu tr bat hop phép) trén
dat My.

Khong phai to61 khong chiu 14n mo tim luat sy giup to1 vé viéc nay. Trai lai, to1 da
tim lut su nay dén luat su khac. Lac ban dau, ai cling néi: “Dé thoi! Frére yén tim
di! T6i bao dam trong vong 3 thang, nhiéu 1am 1a 6 thang, Frére s& duoc green
card”. Nhung khi di vao chi tiét, mudi ngudi nhu mot phan cing mot diép khiic
quen thudc: “Cha! Trudng hop cua Frére khong thé giai quyét duge tai My. Frére
phai vé Paris méi giai quyét duoc!” Sau mot thoi gian, vai luat su mach nudc:
“Frére thir xin dia phan San Jose bao lanh, t6i1 tin chic 1a duoc va dé dang hon
nhiéu...” Huynh Phong rat ¢ uy tin v6i dia phan qua viéc lam ctia Huynh da day
1én ngudn sdng tuoi tré va tao duoc sinh khi méi trong gido xir. Néu thanh thiéu
nién nam nit coi Huynh la “than tuong” thi 1a ty nhién, cac vi bo 130 cling khong
ng6t chuyén tai nhau: “Nho c¢6 ‘Phe’ Phong ma sinh khi gido x& va ving San Jose
hoan toan d6i mé&i va 1én manh nhu vay! Ta on Chua! Ta on thanh td La San!”

T6i hoi thir Huynh Phong c6 thé glup to1 giai quyet vu glay to qua dia phan khong?
Huynh Phong cam thong: “Sé cua “vous’ 13 ric réi viée gidy to hop 16 hop phap
“Vous’ ¢6 nhg hdi minh con & kinh vién Da Lat - hinh nhu ndm 1968 - “vous’ va
vai Fréres khac voi ‘moi” ciing da gép ric roi vé gidy ‘hodn dlch’ khong? ‘Mo’
phai chay xuéng Saigon d¢ lo gidy to ‘hoan dich’...” Nhung “s6” 1a mét chuyén, c6
chiu giup khong lai 14 chuyén khac. Huynh Phong lac dau 1y luan: ““Moi’ thay néu
minh xin dia phan lo gidy to, thi ho ra minh ‘vach 4o cho ngudi ta xem lung’ 1a
‘vous’ cu trt va lam viéc bat hop phap! Nhu vay thi mat hét uy tin!” T6i chi mim
cudi, 10ng ty nhi: “MAt hét uy tin cta ai?” Ma c6 ‘mat hét uy tin” hay khong thi c6
chét thing tay nao dau? T6i lai ty nghi: “ Chang 1& ngudi ban tu K3 néi dung?
[Trong thoi gian & til tai Xudn Lc trai K3, mét nguwoi ban coi chi tay téi roi “bam



doén” cho téi biét: “Anh sé dwoc tha ra trong vai thang téi. Nhung cé diéu ky qudi
la anh sé phdi ¢ tii thém mot lan nita trong thoi gian khd lau, mdc div anh khéong bi
bdt. Thdt t6i khéng hiéu néi!’] Ma c6 dung di nita thi & “ti” tai nudc My ciing
khong dén noi té!

Vai nguoi ban rat than tim moi cach lién lac voi nhiéu luat su giup toi, nhung ciing
ching két qua nao kha quan. Bdng khoang giira ndm 1996, chi Thién Huong dién
thoai cho biét: “Tin mung cho Frere: luat su cho biét INS vira ra chi thi vé viéc di
tri khong can phai vé nguyén quan dé duoc interviewed, ma co thé dugc
interviewed tai dia phuong, noi minh nop ho so. Frére tim luét su gén cho Frére &
thir xem nghe!” Qua dung nhu vy, va chua diy 4 thang sau toi nhan duoc thu hdi
bdo ngay gio va noi s€ interview. Luat su va c6 thong dich nguoi Vi€t cung to1 vao
phong dé dugc interviewed. Hom d6 1a thir ba ngay 6/11/1996, ngay bau cir tong
thong, (va Bill Clinton dic cir nhiém ky 2.)

Mot nhéan vién nguoi gbc M& (t61 doan nhur vay theo hinh dang khu6n mat va
giong noi) chao don c1 mo. Ong nhan vién - theo to1i nhan dinh la dé kiém chimg
101 t6i n6i cotrung hop voi diéu t6i khai trong gidy to hay khong - hoi: “Anh lam
nghé gi dé sinh song? Ai la ngudi thué mudn anh?”, v.v... va 18 tat nhién toi tra 10
dungnguyén van. Mot cau hoi 1am toi lung tang khong biét 1am sao tra 10i: <Y dinh
anh xin dinh cu tai My dé 1am gi?” Ong luat su to nho diéu gi d6 vai co thong dich,
c6 no61 nho cho t61: “Ngoai viéc lam & SMC, Frere con lam gi khac khong?” T61
no61 voi Ong nhan vién INS: “T61 giup day gido 1y tan tong & gido xur va day cac N
tu La San trong thoi ky nha tap.” Ong nhan vién dap: “Dé khong phai Iy do chinh
dang dé xin cap green card! B6 My khong ai biét ‘computer’ va day gido 1y sao?”
T6i bdi rdi khong biét dap tra lam sao.

Ong luat su mach nuée: “Frére day nhitng mon gi cho cac Nit tu La San?”” Roi ong
n6i nho cho cb thong dich, c6 thong dich néi vao tai t6i: “Ong INS tim cach dé cip
cho Frére green card chir khong phai dé tur chéi, Frere dung lo. Nhung Frére noéi
mot mon hoc nao co tinh cach chuyén mon...” T6i hiéu y, lién noéi: “Toi day
Christology, Mariology...” Ong nhan vién cét 1oi: “Christology 1a gi?” Toi tra loi:
“Do 1a mén hoc vé Bure Ki-t6...” Ong nhan vién c6 vé hai long, vo hai tay vao
nhau, roi cudi néi: “OK! Very Good!”

Thé 1a xong! Ong nhan vién bao t6i ky tén, lang tay, dong dau vao trong titre de
voyage (ctia Phap)... rdi cudi noi: “Chiic mu:ng Frére!” va bat tay toi tir gia. Toi tho
phao sung sudng nhe nhom, lién nghi dén viéc “dugc thoat ly khoi nha t “vo hinh’
ma anh ban ti K3 da dé cap dén”.



[Pay la lan thir ba ma t6i cam nhdn hit thé dwoc bau khong khi tu do hoan lac.
Lan thir nhdt khi dwoc ra khéi S6 Cong An thanh pho ngay 22/12/1980. Lén thir
hai khi t6i buéc lén bdc thang gidy cudi ciing dé lén boong tau USS-Callagham-
DDG 994 (Hoi Ky tdp 1)]

T6i bét tay cam on ong nhan vién INS, ong luat su, va co thong dich, da giup toi
thodt mot “ganh nang” trong tim tu tinh cam ma t6i da phai mang trén 10 nam nay,
ngay tai Xt tu do dan chu nhat thé gidi nay.

*k*

T6i nghi ngay dén viéc xin Re-Entry Permit - thong thudng co gia tri 2 nam nhu
titre de voyage cua Phap. Va mua he nam 1998, t61 da co6 thé di Viét Nam sau gan
15 nam roi xa qué huong (1983 - 1998).

Ngoi trén may bay trudc khi dap xubng phi truong Tan Son Nhat, toi that su hoi
hop lo au. Nhiéu Huynh D¢ ciing nhu ban bé than hitu “ht” mot cach... hop 1y 1am
to1 xao Xuyén. Nhét 14 nham lai doan thu ctia mot nguoi ban: “Nay! “nhd anh em
nhiéu 1am!” (sao y ban chanh thu ctia nha nguoi). Nhé thi ¢t viée nhd, nhd miy
cling dugc, khong ai can dau! Nhung con van dé “vé qué tham anh em” (lai sao y
ban chanh), thi... T “xin” You! I “can” You! You vé day thi You “u” dau d6! You
da ra di tim dudng ctru nudce bat hop phap. You ma vé lai day 1a... “bd” bo You
ludn! Mudn vao lau bat giac Chi Hoa ha? Hay mubn dang ky ho khau ¢ Phan Pang
Luu?...” (Xem trang 430) ma cam thay run run.

Budc vao phi trudong, nhin quanh mét lac, toi thd dai ty tran an: Khong mot 1a cd
d6 sao vang ting 4m anh kinh hoang, khong mot birc hinh “Bac H6 muén van kinh
yéu”. T6i cudi tham trong bung khi nhé dén cau chuyén truyén khau sau 75: “hinh
Bac phai ‘16ng trong kiéng’! Hinh 16n thi ‘long kiéng’ 16n, hinh nho thi ‘long
kiéng’ nho”.

Pugc Huynh D¢ di nhiéu 1an trude mach nude, toi dit “gidy xanh” trong s Re-
Entry Permit. Tén cong an bién phong liéc nhin thdy “gidy xanh”, v6i ctr chi that
thién nghé khé nghiéng s6 Re-Entry Permit, va “gidy xanh” nhe nhang roi vao hoc
ban. Anh ta doc qua loa gidy khai thué, v.v..., hoi vai ciu nhu sin dén chao mirng,
roi “cup”, “cup”. Thé 1a xong. Trong khi chd doi dong dau, t6i liéc nhin vai hanh
khach bén canh. C6 ngudi ¢ vé lang tung tra 10i cAu hoi sao do, hodc thiéu “gidy
to dau tién - gidy xanh”; t6i dén sau lai duoc di trude. “Gidy xanh” coi vdy ma dan
duong viing chic va nhanh nhen! Tuy nhién tdi van cam thay xon xao, it nhiéu
mic cam... toi 16i. Thién Tai! Thién Tai!



Dang loay hoay tim 2 thung hanh ly, mét ba tuong dbi tré tién den gan t6i hoi:
“Nay anh, anh vé 1an dau tién phai khong?” Toi gat dau. Ba noi tiép c6 vé lo lang
“Em méi di 1an dau, nén em sg. Phai lam sao?” T6i cang boi réi vi minh ciing lan
dau tién. Toi tra 10i: “Toi cling khong biét 1am sao? Théi ctr nhin nguoi ta lam sao
minh lam vay! Lai nira, to1 nghe may nguoi di trude bao 1a trinh giay thué kep
thém 10 hay 20 gi d6 1a xong ngay.” Qua that t6i thong qua khau thué ciing that dé
dang.

Vira day xe ra khoi cira, toi da thdy nho nho nhiing cénh tay gio 1én vay chao. Kha
dong Anh Em dé hon 15 nam khong gép, nay gap lai mung mung tui tui... Co anh
Binh tir Kontum xubng, em Toan tu Hué vao. Ca hai toi khong gap mat tir sau ngay
dam tang ciia Cha t6i cudi ndm 77: hon 20 nam di troi qua! B6 Pao, anh Anh, anh
Ha, anh Hong, cac em Minh, Thang H)... toan 1a ban tu... cling ra phi trudng don.
T6i vui ming cam dong khon ké.




